Florida High School Football Greats Preview

Broward Region
   Explosive 2008 Saint Thomas Aquinas is the favorite, but 1973 Hollywood Hills is a disciplined squad that might frustrate the Raiders with their powerful Wishbone. 

   A titanic Round-of-32 game between ’08 Aquinas and their 1992 brothers will be one of the feature games from any region. 

   1973 HH draws either 2009 PBG Dwyer (actually located in Palm Beach County) or 2002 Pompano Beach Ely. In either case, they get a team that can shut down the run...a true test for the Spartans

Players to watch: WR Duron Carter of 2008 Saint Thomas Aquinas; RB/LB Matt Elam of Dwyer; RB Tyrone Moss of Ely

Favorite: 2008 Saint Thomas Aquinas

Sleeper: 2009 Palm Beach Gardens Dwyer. After an opening 21-7 loss, dominated everybody.
Panhandle-1 Region
   The 1988 Pensacola Pine Forest team will be a monster in this region. Unstoppable on offense, their defense sometimes gets overlooked. That is a mistake. DB’s Al Jackson and Marquette Oliver are game-changers and LB Steve Kaderly is a tackling machine.
   1974 Tallahassee Leon and their great passing-attack led by Wally Woodham will be an interesting matchup with 1984 Pensacola Woodham’s Wishbone.

   Players to watch: RB Rodney Blunt of 1988 Pine Forest; 1974 Leon’s Wally Woodham; 1985 Pensacola Escambia’s RB Emmitt Smith

   Favorite: 1988 Pine Forest

   Sleeper: 1985 Escambia. Anybody that features Emmitt Smith on offense is dangerous.

Dade-3 Region

   Once again it’s another explosive offense as the region favorite. This time it’s Coach Don Soldinger’s 1993 Miami Southridge team featuring their Division One running-backs Sedrick Irvin, Troy and Darren Davis. They scorched Bradenton Manatee for 69-points in the ’93 5A final.

   1964 Coral Gables and 1970 Miami Edison is a great matchup.  Both have solid lines and some big-time athletes to break open a game.

   2007 Pahokee and 2007 Miami Booker T. Washington is a monster matchup between two fast, athletic squads.

   Players to Watch: LB Lamont Green 1993 Southridge; C Wilmore Ritchie of 1970 Edison; QB Larry Rentz of 1964 Coral Gables
   Favorite: 1993 Miami Southridge

   Sleeper: 1970 Miami Edison. Really no weaknesses…they could go far.
Central-1 Region

   2005 Lakeland is the torch bearer for the three great teams (2004, 2005, and 2006) that went 45-0. Their backs are as good as any in the field. Phenomenal talent on defense and the offensive line also. Their only chink in the armor might be the passing game. 

   Looming large is a potential matchup with the ’99 Dreadnaughts or 1993 Bradenton Southeast. The ’99 team has an impressive backfield also. Southeast’s defense can embarrass foes.
   Players to watch: WR Peter Warrick of 1993 Bradenton Southeast; DT John Brown of 2005 Lakeland…need to triple team him; RB Lavelle Danzy of 1990 Gainesville Buchholz
   Favorite: 2005 Lakeland

   Sleeper: 1978 Merritt Island. Champions in 1978 and 1979, the Mustangs have the dangerous Walter Battle at RB.
Dade-2 Region

   1967 Coral Gables had an amazing three year run from 1967-69. This was Coach Nick Koty’s best squad. The defense is awesome. The offense is loaded with game-breaking speed. If this team doesn’t get to the semifinals it would be an upset.

   The 1998 Miami Northwestern and 1965 Miami Senior game will be intriguing. The Stingarees have a strong defense that could give the sometimes erratic Bulls fits.  

   Players to watch: HB Gerald Tinker of 1967 Coral Gables…world class speed; WR Antonio Bryant of 1998 Northwestern;  2000 Venice’s two-headed monster: RBs Tre’ Smith and Ardell Daniels. The two combined for 3735-yards and 61-touchdowns.
   Favorite: 1967 Coral Gables

   Sleeper: 1975 Hialeah-Miami Lakes. They won some close games in ’75, but never lost. There’s something to be said for a team that knows how to win.

Central-2 Region

   This is possibly the most competitive region in the tournament.

   1972 Merritt Island features a dynamic backfield as does 1983 Bradenton Manatee and 2004 Seffner Armwood. 2009 Tampa Plant is loaded and defensively, 1971 Fort Pierce Central can dominate.

   Players to watch: RB/PR “Neon” Leon Bright of 1972 Merritt Island; RB/DE James Wilder Jr. of 2009 Plant; DB Alvoid Mays of 1983 Manatee

   Favorite: 1972 Merritt Island

   Sleeper: 2004 Seffner Armwood. Their only “loss” was a forfeit. They run the ball well and can shut teams down. They have THE BEST kicking game in the field.

Panhandle-2

   1982 Pensacola Woodham should have enough to emerge from this region, but their potential Round-of-16 matchup has numerous pitfalls. The Titans, if they win their round-of-32 game, will have to stop a great quarterback: either 1976 Tallahassee Godby’s Sammy Knight or 1991 Fort Walton Beach’s Danny Wuerrfel. 

   The 1969 Tallahassee Leon-1981 Palatka game has two great backfields clashing with each other. The Panthers of Palatka don’t have tremendous depth, but with RB’s John L. Williams and Darryl Oliver, they can cause some trouble.

   Players to watch: RB Chris Hobbs of 1976 Godby. If he has a big game, Knight becomes that much more dangerous; WR Ernest “E.G.” Green of 1991 Fort Walton Beach; WR/CB Jarvis Williams of 1981 Palatka

   Favorite: 1982 Pensacola Woodham

   Sleeper: 1976 Godby. Besides their explosive offense, their defense allowed less than a touchdown per game average.

Dade-1 Region

   2006 Miami Northwestern gets the nod over 2007 because of RB Antwain Easterling. Both squads had immense talent, size, and speed. It will take a monumental effort to beat the Bulls.

   1959 Edison versus 1960 Miami Senior is a great rivalry game. Senior features a star-studded backfield while Edison has the incomparable Darrell Cox at running back.
   The matchup of the two Carol City entries (1977 & 1997) should be intense. The winner will more than likely get ’06 Northwestern in a game that should draw 40,000+.
   Players to watch: QB Jacory Harris of 2006 Northwestern; DT Lester Williams of 1977 Carol City; RB Darrell Cox of 1959 Miami Edison

   Favorite: 2006 Miami Northwestern

   Sleeper:  1997 Carol City…massive offensive line and a great back in Harvey Howard.
