Overtime
1966 Notre Dame Fighting Irish vs. Michigan State Spartans
From Spartan Stadium, East Lansing, MI

      The “Game of the Century” between #1 Notre Dame (8-0) and #2 Michigan State (9-0) took place on November 19, 1966 in front of a sellout crowd at East Lansing’s Spartan Stadium.

   The pregame hype is the stuff of legend. Due to the Irish using up their allotment of televised games, the contest initially was not going to be broadcast. Because of such huge demand, the NCAA and ABC Sports reached a compromise, allowing the game to be broadcast live in some areas, but tape delayed in others. The two teams approached their clash by crushing most of the foes that stood in their way.
   The #1 Fighting Irish and their “Baby Bombers” opened with a 26-14 victory over a talented Purdue squad, then steamrolled the next seven opponents by a combined 275-14 score.

   Coach Duffy Daugherty’s Spartans played a tough Big Ten schedule that saw them tested by Michigan (20-7), Ohio State (11-8) and Purdue (41-20), but still emerged unscathed heading into the game with the Irish. The close three-point decision over the Buckeyes, allowed the Irish to take over the #1 ranking, as ND hammered North Carolina 32-0 the same week.
   Almost a year ago to the day, MSU throttled Notre Dame 12-3. Star RB Nick Eddy was held to minus yards rushing in that contest. Because of injury, Eddy would not be available for the 1966 game. Bob Gladieux was a solid replacement, but lacked the breakaway threat that ND’s leading rusher of 1966 provided.

   For MSU, starting fullback Bob Apisa’s knee was relegating him to questionable status, meaning backup Regis Cavender would take over the duties.

   Michigan State jumped to a 10-0 lead in the first half behind a short touchdown run from Cavender and a 47-yard field goal by barefoot kicker Dick Kenney.
   The Irish, now without starting QB Terry Hanratty who injured his shoulder early in the first quarter, relied on sub Coley O’Brien to salvage their season.

   O’Brien started the comeback with a 34-yard touchdown pass to Gladieux with 4:30 left in the second quarter. On the first play of the fourth, PK Joe Azzaro booted a 28 yard field goal, tying the contest at 10-10.

   The ferocious tackling and blocking continued late into the game.
   After an interception by Notre Dame’s Tom Schoen, the Irish had a chance to take the lead, but Azzaro’s 42-yard field goal attempt sailed wide right.

   Michigan State attempted to break the tie, passing from their own territory and even converting a fourth-and-one from their own 29 late in the contest. They were eventually forced to punt. Schoen muffed the return and after a pileup, the officials determined that Notre Dame had possession at their own 30 with 1:24 remaining in the game.
   Controversy ensued as Irish head coach Ara Parseghian did not want to risk a turnover in such a hard-hitting battle. Instead, he had his offense run the ball, amidst taunts from Spartan players and the partisan MSU crowd. Six rushes, despite Michigan State feudally calling timeout, ended the game.
   Parseghian was roundly criticized for not providing the spectators and millions of viewers with a satisfactory conclusion; settling for a 10-10 tie.
   The debate still raged as to who was #1.

   For Michigan State, it was their final contest of the season. There was a rule that no Big Ten school could go to the Rose Bowl in consecutive seasons. The Spartans played in the ’66 game (1965 season) against Pac-Eight champion UCLA, losing to the Bruins 14-12 after a 10-0 regular season. MSU finished 1966 with a 9-0-1 record.
   Notre Dame had a game left at traditional foe USC. Obviously aware that an impressive showing might sway voters, the Irish humiliated the Trojans 51-0. In doing so in such convincing fashion, they were voted #1. Back in 1966, both the AP and UPI final polls were at the conclusion of the regular season. Michigan State finished second and the team with the biggest argument in all of this (Alabama) ended up 11-0 and ranked third.
   Even then, there was talk of a playoff instead of a vote to decide the national champion. The ridiculousness of the polls continues today.

   Concerning the historic 10-10 tie, the NCAA in their infinite wisdom, has determined that the 1966 Irish and the 1966 Spartans can decide the game on the field. 

   Using the current (2011) college football overtime format, Notre Dame and Michigan State will continue their epic tussle in front of the national television audience and the huge throng at Spartan Stadium.
   Ara’s decision to run out the clock now looks prudent. The overtime gives him a chance to reverse the negativity that would follow him though the rest of his days as Notre Dame’s coach for deciding to accept the tie.

   We pick up the action headed to into the extra session. Announcers Chris Schenkel (CS) and Bud Wilkinson (BW) man the microphones, as Notre Dame Captain Jim Lynch calls “heads” on the coin toss in the cool, late afternoon in East Lansing.
CS: …and there’s the coin flip…it’s heads…the Irish win the toss. Lynch indicates that Notre Dame will play defense first. The Spartans will move from our left to our right on your television screen. Bud, can you remind the audience of the overtime rules set by the NCAA.
BW: Sure Chris. Each team will start from the opponent’s 25-yardline. The only clock in use will be the play clock. The teams can pick up first downs and their possession ends with a score, turnover or a turnover on downs. The, um, defenses can score…I believe…yes that’s correct. If the defenses get an interception or fumble return for a touchdown…it counts. Also, if after two overtimes the score is tied, on any touchdowns after the second overtime, the teams HAVE to go for two points…no place-kick conversions are allowed. 

BW: Another interesting factor Chris, is that the punters and return men will not be needed anymore. I feel this…even without their long gain threat in Nick Eddy…would have favored the Irish to have the returners and punters able and available to participate.
CS: As we await the officials to signal the ball in play, who do you think has the momentum heading into this extra time?

BW: Chris, it’s anybody’s guess, but after reviewing the statistics, Michigan State has the edge in total yardage…284-219. The Irish however have forced four turnovers and as previously mentioned, any turnover ends that team’s possession in the overtime.
CS: Remember that following the conclusion of this game, UCLA and USC will play in the second game of this ABC Sports, football doubleheader. It appears as if we’re  ready as the Spartans’ offense takes the field led by quarterback Jimmy Raye who has been brilliant in directing the State attack against this Irish defense…rushing for 75-yards on 21-carries. The junior from Fayetteville, North Carolina brings the Spartans to the 25 as they try to break this 10-10 tie, in a game that has truly lived up to all expectations.
First Overtime

(MSU starts from the ND 25…1st and ten)

CS:  Raye keeps over the left side and fights to the 22, before (Jim) Lynch brings him down.
(2nd and 7 from the ND 22)

CS: Jones gets the ball, cuts back to his right and is hit hard. That will bring up a third down for the Spartans.

(3rd and 5 from the ND 20)

BW: Look for some sort of pass here Chris…I think Michigan State is not content with a long field goal.

CS: Here’s Raye…looking to throw…steps up and takes off…but there to meet him is Pete Duranko for the Irish…Raye is tackled by the big lineman from Johnstown, Pennsylvania at the 19 and a half, bringing up a fourth and a long four.

(MSU kicker Dick Kenney comes on for a 36 yard field goal)

CS: The placement…here’s the kick…it’s good!! Hawaiian Dick Kenney gives the Spartans a 13-10 lead here in the overtime.

BW: Kenney booted that well…it would have been good from 50, Chris.

(Notre Dame puts the ball in play at the MSU 25)

CS: (Larry) Conjar bulls into the line before being brought down at the 22.

(2nd and 7 at the 22)

CS: Handoff to Conjar…he’s hit in the backfield!! Loss on the play of one as  MSU’s Jeff Richardson fires through to bring down the Irish fullback.

BW: Looks like a blown assignment on the play Chris, as Richardson came in relatively easy to force the loss.

(3rd and 8 at the 23)

CS: (Coley) O’Brien back to throw…no…he gives to (Bob “Rocky”) Bleier…he’s loose…and finally tackled, but not before the Notre Dame halfback rumbles to the 12. Bleier scampers for a first down before big George Webster stopped him.

(1st and 10 at the 12)

(Larry Conjar gains seven, then two yards, bringing up a 3rd and one at the MSU three)
CS: The Irish are on the doorstep…looking to win this epic battle with a score right here…O’Brien hands off to Bleier…no…he didn’t get there…6’ 8 Bubba Smith broke up the play, tackling Bleier at the four…now it’s decision time for Ara (Parseghian).

BW: I don’t think there’s much of a decision here Chris…Parseghian’s got to go for the kick…four, err…two yards…four yards for a touchdown, but two yards for a first down is a long way to go against this Spartan defense.

(ND kicker Joe Azzaro boots the 21 yard field goal to tie the score at 13-13.)

Second Overtime

(Notre Dame runs five plays, picking up a first down on one of them, but now faces a 3rd and four at the Spartan six)

CS: O’Brien goes under center…the crowd here in East Lansing is roaring…he gives to Conjar…he’s stopped!! No gain on the run up the middle…Richardson and (Charlie “Dog”) Thornhill combine to bring the big Croatian to the turf.
BW: Maybe a little conservative there by Notre Dame…Ara, who late in the fourth was content to run the final minute off without trying to score, didn’t want to risk a sack or turnover here, so now they are left with a fourth down.

(Azzaro kicks the 23 yard field goal to put Notre Dame ahead, 16-13. MSU takes over at the Irish 25. The Spartans run three plays and have to settle for a 39-yard field goal by Kenney. The kick is good, making it 16-16 heading into the third overtime.)

Third Overtime

(MSU ball)
CS: We have witnessed a great game today here Bud…two undefeated squads battling on the gridiron for national bragging rights.

BW: With the third overtime Chris, the teams will now have to attempt two point conversions after touchdowns…they will not be able to kick extra points.

CS: This Is Raye…into the line…there’s a pileup

BW: Fumble?

CS: I think there was a fumble…yes…and Notre Dame has the ball!! Little Jimmy Raye had the ball stripped and I believe…it’s…that’s…
BW: Hardy

CS: Kevin Hardy comes away with it for the Irish!! Hardy…the 6’5, 270-lbs lineman for Notre Dame has recovered the fumble…and the Irish take over.

(Notre Dame ball at the MSU 25. The Irish’s Conjar gains nine, Bleier runs for six, then Conjar blasts for two, setting up a 2nd and goal at the Spartans’ eight)

BW: I think they’ll be conservative here Chris…I expect them to run the ball and maybe even…maybe even try to kick  a field goal if they get closer.

CW: It’s Conjar getting the ball…it’s loose…there’s a fumble…Spartans have it!! Michigan State has the ball…Webster jarred it loose and Michigan State’s Phil Hoag pounced on it for a turnover!! So close to winning, but the Irish turnover keeps us tied.

Fourth Overtime
(Notre Dame starts with possession, runs three plays and now faces a 4th and nine at the MSU 24 with the score tied at 16.)

CS: This will be a long kick for Azzaro. He has converted from 28-, 21-, and 23-yards, while missing a 42-yarder in the fourth that led us to this overtime. Here is Azzaro from 41…the kick…is…good!! Joe Azzaro has given the Irish a 19-16 lead!!
BW: Wow Chris…that ball just curled inside the left upright.
(MSU ball at the Irish 25, 1st and ten trailing 19-16. Raye is held to no gain, then threw incomplete toward Gene Washington. Clinton Jones is tackled for a two-yard loss, leaving Michigan State in a 4th and 12 situation from the ND 27. Does head coach Duffy Daugherty have the “Little Giants” play in their playbook?)

CS: Barefoot, Hawaiian kicker Dick Kenney will be asked to hit a 44-yard field goal to send this game into a fifth overtime. 
BW: He was good from 46 in regulation Chris…also he had kicks of 36- and 39-yards in this overtime. The pressure has to be great for this young man.

CS: The snap is good…the kick…is…good!! What a game!! Dick Kenney has come through with a long field goal…the battle of attrition continues in front of 80,011 here in Spartan Stadium.

Fifth Overtime

(Michigan State starts at the 25 with the score tied at 19-19. Raye throws incomplete to Jones, is stopped for a two-yard loss, then fires incomplete toward Gene Washington, bringing up another 4th and 12 at the 27.)

CS: Kenney is being asked to save the Spartans again, Bud. How many times can these kickers respond to these pressure packed situations?

BW: Chris, this has been one for the ages…hard-hitting, ferocious tackling…it’s resulted in only two touchdowns all afternoon.

CS: Here is Kenney to try and break the 19-19 tie…on its way from 44…no…no good!! It sails wide right…the Irish are celebrating as Dick Kenney’s 44-yard attempt misses!!
(Notre Dame at the MSU 25, now has another chance to end the game with a field goal or a touchdown.)

CS: McLean, Virginia’s Coley O’Brien leads the Irish to the line…he took over for and injured Terry Hanratty in the first quarter and has done a marvelous job keeping the Irish in this. Here’s a give to (Bob) Gladieux…Gladieux breaks it…he is brought down at the 13…big gain for the halfback from Louisville, Ohio..he’s finally tackled by MSU’s Sterling Armstrong, but not before he has an Irish first down!
BW: Great blocks by (Tom) Regner and (Paul) Seiler, opened up some running room for Gladieux. These Spartans might be feeling some exhaustion as the game drags into the fifth overtime.

(Larry Conjar runs for five, setting up a 2nd and two at the MSU eight)
CS: How do you think Ara will play this Bud?

BS: Well Chris, he had the fumble in the third overtime by Conjar and if they decided to kick here, it is well within the distance of Azzaro’s leg.

CS: O’Brien brings them to the line…Conjar and Bleier the backs…Gladieux flanked to the left…coach Duffy Daugherty paces the sideline as his Spartans have their collective backs against the wall…Conjar gets it…he’s fighting…it’s close…it’s a touchdown!! Touchdown Notre Dame!! Larry Conjar, the big Croatian fullback bucks in from eight-yards out to give the Irish the win…25-19 in five overtimes!!
BW: As we take a look at the stop-action, video-tape replay Chris, Conjar got a solid block from Notre Dame guard Dick Swatland on MSU’s Charles Bailey and he broke a tackle by Thornhill, before Webster and Armstrong grabbed him near the goal…but it was too late as Conjar was in the end zone for the score.

CS: Thank you Bud…it was a day to remember in college football…numbers one and two in the polls…a sellout crowd…both teams truly left it on the field, but the Irish emerge victorious with a 25-19 win in five overtimes.
Box Score






ND

MSU

First downs……………………
15

13

Yards rushing………………..
159

148

Yards passing…………………
141

142

Total yards…………………….
300

290

Passes attempted………….
27

25

Passes completed………….
10

7

Passes Intercepted by……
3

1

Fumbles………………………..
4

3

Fumbles lost………………….
2

2

Punts/average……………..
.
8-42.0
8-38.0

Penalties………………………

1-5

5-32

Scoring




1
2
3
4
OT
OT
OT
OT
OT
T

Notre Dame

0
7
0
3
3
3
0
3
6
25

Michigan St.

0
10
0
0
3
3
0
3
0
19

Summary-

1st
No scoring

2nd
MSU – 13:20  Regis Cavender 4-yard touchdown run (Dick Kenney kick);  0-7

MSU – 06:00  Kenney 47-yard field goal;  0-10

ND – 4:30  Coley O’Brien 34-yard touchdown pass to Bob Gladieux (Joe Azzaro kick);  7-10

3rd

No scoring

4th
ND – 14:55 Azzaro 28-yard field goal;  10-10
1st overtime

MSU -  Kenney 36-yard field goal;  10-13

ND -  Azzaro 21-yard field goal;  13-13

2nd overtime

ND -  Azzaro 23-yard field goal;  16-13

MSU – Kenney 39-yard field goal;  16-16

3rd overtime

No scoring

4th overtime

ND -  Azzaro 41-yard field goal;  19-16

MSU -  Kenney 44-yard field goal;  19-19

5th overtime

ND -  Larry Conjar 8-yard touchdown run;  25-19
