-----It’s Appling (of Course) for the Win!-----
Monday, March 30, 2009

   Fresh off of his record-setting 49-point performance in the Class A title game, Detroit Pershing’s Keith Appling buried a fall-away, 22-foot three-pointer with :09.2 seconds left to give the Doughboys a 65-63 lead over Flint Powers Catholic in the state title game yesterday afternoon from The Breslin Center.
   After a timeout by Powers, the Chargers setup their final attempt to tie the game. It was sophomore Patrick Lucas-Perry who got the call, but his pull-up 14-foot jumper rattled off of the rim and harmlessly into the hands of Pershing’s Derrick Nix as the buzzer sounded giving the Doughboys the two-point victory and the 2009 state championship.
   Appling’s shot saw him fall into the Pershing bench where his teammates supported him to keep him from hitting the ground. It has been Appling (with a lot of help from Nix) that has been carrying the Doughboys all-season so it was ironic that the roles were reversed this time.
    Class B champion Flint Powers had given all they could against the larger class Doughboys. The Chargers, who defeated nationally ranked Detroit Country Day in the quarterfinals, led by as much as 15 (52-37) over Pershing, late in the third quarter. Powers was consistently penetrating the lane and racked-up a huge, 22-12 advantage on made free throws.

   Entering the final quarter, Pershing trailed by ten as the Chargers tried to work the clock against the Doughboys’ swarming defense.

   Pershing cut the deficit to 63-60 late, then Nix scored inside with :35.9 seconds remaining to make it a one-point margin.

   The Doughboys played for the steal but eventually were forced to foul, putting Rodney Anderson on the line with :22.5 seconds to go.

   The 6’ 7 Anderson had hit six-of-eight free throws up to that point, but the 50% (for the season) shooter missed the front end of the one-and-one with Pershing rebounding.
   After a timeout, it was Appling’s to win or lose and the 6’ 2 junior who has committed to Michigan State, drilled the go-ahead shot on his future home-court.

Official Basketball Box Score

FLINT POWERS vs. DETROIT PERSHING

03/29/2009  4:00pm at Breslin Center – East Lansing, Michigan

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VISITORS: FLINT POWERS   26-2




            TOT-FG      3-PT                   REBOUNDS

##  Player Name

            FG-FGA   FG-FGA  FT-FTA  OF  DE  TOT   PF    TP   A   TO   BLK   S   MIN

03  O’BRIEN, Patrick……….  F           5-10         0-2         5-5       4     5        9    3      15    2     4      0     0     30
23  SANDERS, DeMarco….. F            4-8          0-0          2-2       1     2        3    0     10     1     1     0     1     28
55  ANDERSON, Rodney…. C            3-5          0-0          6-9       3     6        9    3      12    0     3     5     0     26

02  MORELAND, Shane…… G            2-9          1-2          1-2       1    3         4    4       6    5     3      1      1     26

20  LUCAS-PERRY, Patrick.. G           4-8           0-0          7-12    2    6         8    3      15   5     4      0      2     31

32  BRACKETT, Pierre………                2-4           0-0          1-1      1    3         4    2       5    1      1     1       0    12

00  BURNOR, Matt………….                0-0           0-0           0-0      0    2         2    1       0    0     1      0      0      7

       TEAM……………………….                                                                                6

       TOTALS…………………….                20-44       1-4        22-31    12  27      45   16   63  14    17    7     4    160
TOT-FG  1stH:   11-23   47.8%      2ndH:   9-21   42.9%     Game:   20-44   45.5%

3pt-FG   1stH:     1-2      50.0%      2ndH:    0-2      0.0%      Game:     1-4     25.0%

FThrow  1stH:   16-21   76.2%      2ndH:    6-10   60.0%     Game:    22-31  71.0%
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HOME: DETROIT PERSHING    26-1

           TOT-FG      3-PT                   REBOUNDS

##  Player Name

           FG-FGA   FG-FGA  FT-FTA  OF  DE  TOT   PF    TP   A   TO   BLK   S   MIN

32   APPLING, Keith……….  F           7-19         3-9         6-8         1    2      3       3     23   2     3       0     1     31

50    NIX, Derrick……………  C           7-11         0-0         0-3         7    9    16       4     14   0     2      2      0     23

24   RICHBOW, Benjamin.  G           3-8           1-3         1-1        0     1     1        2      8    1     0      0      0     25

12   PERRY, Dennis………..  G            2-8           1-5         1-2        1    2      3        2      6    3     1      0      2     26
01   DISMUKE, Deon………  G            4-10         0-3         4-7       1     0      1       2     12   6     2      0      2     29

20   FOSTER, Kiedez……….                  0-2          0-1         0-0       0     0      0       2       0   1     0       0      0      4
04   HUDSON, Dwayne…..                  0-0          0-0         0-0       0     0      0       1       0   0     0       0      0      3

22   McAFEE, Raymoan…..                 0-2           0-0         0-0       0     2     2       3       0    0     0      1       0      7
54   CONRAD, Tevon………                  1-2          0-0          0-0       2     4     6       4       2    0     0      1       0    12
        TEAM…………………….                                                                              5

        TOTALS………………….                 24-62        5-21      12-21    12   22  37     23   65   13    8      4       5   160
 TOT-FG  1stH:   13-33   39.4%      2ndH:  11-29   37.9%     Game:   24-62   38.7%

3pt-FG   1stH:      3-11    27.3%      2ndH:    2-10    20.0%    Game:     5-21    23.8%

FThrow  1stH:      3-9      33.3%      2ndH:    9-12   75.0%     Game:    12-21  57.1%

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OFFICIALS:    Tim Tilma, Jerry Massey, James Boer
TECHNICAL FOULS:    none

ATTENDANCE:  11,471
SCORE BY PERIODS:


1st
2nd
3rd
4th
TOTAL
FLINT POWERS



20
19
15
  9
   63
DETROIT PERSHING


14
18
12
21
   65
