At times, special moments sneak up like old age. Such was the case when a young man just shy of his 17th birthday etched his name into Wisconsin prep basketball immortality. It was 40 years ago tonight when a game tying desperation shot sailed through the air in the University of Wisconsin Field House inspiring kids throughout the dairyland to imitate LaMont Weaver's half-court heroics. 

         

The Beloit Memorial Purple Knights coached by Bernie Barkin cruised through the 1968-69 regular season with an 18-0 record including a 83-71 victory over Madison West. "They ran us off the court," said Pat Rohan, West's senior center in 1969, via email. Rohan explained the reason for Beloit Memorial's success. In hindsight, it's no wonder that they reached the state tournament in 1969, he said. They were "fast, big, skilled. We were warned he (LaMont Weaver) was quick and could really penetrate the defense. Their big center (Bruce Brown) was more on my mind than LaMont. I could let (Tim) Goldsworthy, Bill Rooney, Gary Fitzgerald and the other guards worry about LaMont," Rohan said. 

 

Beloit knocked off Monroe 77-62 in the Monroe District and defeated Hazel Green 84-54 and Blanchardville 78-49 in the Beloit Regional.

 

Verlyn Belisle, who coached Madison East to the 1958 state title and brought teams back to the state tournament in 1965 and 1966, had been vocal all season that his team could defeat the Purple Knights. Earlier in the season, Beloit defeated Madison East 69-53 in Big Eight Conference action. Belisle and the East Purgolders would get a second chance at Barkin's undefeated squad in the Platteville Sectional. 

 

The rematch would not prove to be as easy for the Purple Knights. In a hard fought, hotly contested battle that was undecided until the final moments, Beloit squeaked out a 54-49 victory. LaMont Weaver led Beloit with 17 points while Bruce Brown added 16. East center Bob Storck led all scorers with 22 points. According to Bill Fischbach's article in the Beloit Daily News, Belisle was critical of the officiating immediately after the game and wanted to drag reporters into the East locker room to examine the bruises and cuts that he said covered Storck's body, "They horribly mutilated Storck," he said. After a few minutes of letting off steam, Belisle offered praise to Barkin and the Purple Knights, "Beloit has a great team. Bernie is a great coach, and they should go all the way this year."

 

"We had 'em beat," Belisle said by phone 40 years after the tough sectional loss. "We (Madison East and Beloit Memorial) were two good teams." 

 

Janesville Craig led Beloit 31-25 at halftime in the Platteville Sectional finals. Craig still led after three quarters, 42-38, and it appeared as if Beloit's bid to return to state appeared in jeopardy. However, Craig's two 6-foot 7-inch players Bob Schmidt and Bob Waldman fouled out midway through the final quarter. The Purple Knights fought back and earned its 18th trip to the state tournament with a 62-54 victory. "Brown and Weaver really came through for them and (David) Hanzlik did a good job defensively, especially on Schmidt in the second half. But when our big boys left, that's when Beloit came on," Craig Coach Stan DuFrane said in Fischbach's newspaper game article. Brown led all scorers with 24 points, and Weaver chipped in with 20. Sophomore sensation Tim Paterick led the Craig Cougars with 19 points. 

 

The Knights were ranked number one in the state by the Associated Press and were tabbed as the favorite by the media to win the 54th WIAA Boys Basketball State Tournament.

 

The 8:45 pm match-up on Thursday evening March 20, 1969 pitted Beloit (23-0) vs. Eau Claire Memorial (22-1). The Old Abes were led by brothers Greg & Stan Morley and Greg Bohlig. It was the 10th trip to state in the past 12 years for the Old Abes from the Big Rivers Conference. 

 

"Drawing Beloit as our first opponent was not a good deal for us," said Gregg Bohlig, a junior guard on the 1968-69 Eau Claire squad, via email. "Our center Greg Morley was an excellent player, but he was only 6' 2" so we had big time problems with Bruce Brown and Dave Kilgore. Then you throw in LaMont and their other solid teammates, and it was pretty tough."

 

Jim Gleboff, who brought the Old Abes to the state tournament in five of his seven years at Eau Claire Memorial, said in a phone call from his California home, his teams (1968, 1969, 1970) "looked unimposing," but they made "no mistakes" and were "very coachable." They were "pretty amazing, so small but so physical. Great teamwork; (they) just outscored everybody," Gleboff said.

 

Tom Poquette was probably "the smallest forward in the state," Gleboff said. The 5' 8" Poquette, a junior on the 1968-69 team, played seven seasons of professional baseball mostly with the Kansas City Royals. Stan Morley, a talented athlete himself, would pitch for the University of Wisconsin.

 

Beloit's Dan Wohlfert said by phone that Bruce Brown had exclaimed to his teammates before the 1969 quarterfinal game, "We're going to beat them for my brother." Brown's brother Bob played on the 1962 and 1963 Beloit Memorial state tournament teams that were defeated both times by Eau Claire Memorial in the quarterfinals. 

 

The purple and white clad Knights knocked off the purple and white clad Old Abes, 73-65.

 

Something had to give the following night when a couple of unbeatens would battle in the evening bracket as Beloit (24-0) faced the Kimberly Papermakers (24-0). These two teams played each other in the 1968 state semifinals with Beloit winning, 73-60. The 1969 contest provided a bit of deja vu as Beloit won handily again, 70-56.

 

The Neenah Rockets reached the state tournament with a 19-4 record. The Rockets defeated Menasha 70-54 in the Menasha District and then knocked off Montello 98-52 and Omro 84-75 in the Neenah Regional. In the Manitowoc semifinal, the Rockets defeated Mayville 87-75, setting up a highly anticipated sectional final game against Manitowoc. The Ships were defending state champions and had split their two games versus Neenah, losing at home and then winning later in the season at Neenah. The Rockets punched their ticket to the state tournament with their second victory over the Ships at Manitowoc, 86-74.

 

"I think we should set two goals for ourselves this season - to win the Fox Valley Conference and to go to the state tournament," Neenah Coach Ron Einerson said in his first team meeting of the season. The 1968-69 season was Einerson's first year at Neenah. In addition, the school had just joined the competitive Fox Valley Conference. Einerson's goals may have appeared lofty at the time, but the Rockets attained both of their team goals by tying Green Bay East and Green Bay West for the conference championship.

 

"We looked at each other and kind of laughed," Neenah's Tom Koepke said by phone in reference to Coach Einerson's goals. Koepke, Director of Corporate Sales at Coalesse said at that time, we thought those goals were a bit unattainable.

 

In the afternoon bracket of the state tournament, an intriguing match-up was awaiting in the quarterfinals as Wausau (17-6) faced the Neenah Rockets. In April 1968, Wausau head basketball coach, Ken Anderson, was spotted on the Wisconsin State College at Eau Claire campus (today, known as UW-Eau Claire). A week later, Anderson accepted the head coaching position at Eau Claire leaving an opening at Wausau. Neenah Basketball Coach Doug Martin left the school for the newly created opportunity at Wausau, leaving a vacancy at Neenah. Plymouth Coach Ron Einerson filled the opening at Neenah High School.

 

Martin would be facing his former team in opening round state tournament action. In a newspaper report, Einerson said that he was able to find out Martin's philosophy in basketball by going over films of Neenah games from the prior season. Neenah's Pat Hawley led all scorers with 20 points, and Tom Kopitzke and Tom Koepke chipped in with 13 and 12 points respectively as the Rockets defeated Wausau, 72-59. When asked about facing Neenah, Wausau's Martin said that this was like any other ball game, "We just play to win," Martin said.

 

In Friday afternoon semifinal action, the Rockets appeared headed to the championship game as they led Nicolet 62-45 at the end of the third quarter. However, the Nicolet Knights almost turned the lights out on the kids from the Fox Valley Conference during a spirited fourth quarter rally falling just short, 81-78. The Rockets were led by Hawley's 19 points followed by Kopitzke's 18 and Bob Block added 17. The Knights were led by Steve Bazelon's 34 points. Bazelon was runner-up in the Braveland Conference scoring race in 1968-69. Nicolet would have a chance at earning hardware in its first ever state tournament appearance in the third place playoff on Saturday.

 

As people awoke in Madison on Saturday morning, March 22, 1969 chart topping hits such as Tommy Roe's Dizzy; You've Made Me So Very Happy by Blood, Sweat & Tears; and Hair by the Cowsills were heard on WISM 1480. WISM was a powerful force in the Top 40 radio format. The station was routinely ranked number one in the Arbitron polls in the 18 to 49 age range and also with teens. The WISM deejays typically became household names for youngsters and teenagers throughout the listening range. The station's personalities included names such as Clyde Coffee, Stoney Wallace, King Richard, Dean Scott, Chuck Bailey, Joe January, Jonathan Little, Robin Steele and Sam Francisco. (Note: Larry Goodman joined WISM in the summer of 1972 and he would become one of the "biggest names" in Madison radio. Goodman, a 1968 Madison West High graduate, was known to his radio listeners as Charlie "Rock 'n' Roll" Simon.)

 

"WISM was Madison," Stan Scharch said via email. Scharch, who was known to WISM listeners during the 1980s as Stan Lewis, reflected on the local Madison radio scene. "Anytime I read about radio in Madison (or talk to an old timer in the biz), I find that Madison radio has had many times worthy of "golden age" status going back 90 years. To me, Madison radio in the 1960s was a golden age because it was incredibly popular. But I was a kid then, and radio was so cool to every kid." (Note: As a teenager, Scharch went "on the air" in 1971 from the basement of his family's house on his own station, WBBH. By 1972, he settled in on 96.1 FM and had changed the call letters to WGS -- World's Greatest Station -- and intermittent simulcasting on 640 AM. Today, Scharch is the Communications Systems Administrator at WISC-TV in Madison.)

 

Turbulent times provided a backdrop for the music scene. American troops were dying in Southeast Asia as the Vietnam War raged on. Campus unrest at the University of Wisconsin-Madison was a frequent topic for local television news and, at times, national news. The Kent State killings in Ohio and the bombing of the Sterling Hall building on the UW campus were still a year away. Racial relations were testy on campus as well. UW athletics were in some respects treated with apathy in the late 1960s as attendance was modest for most sports. In fact, newly appointed University of Wisconsin Athletic Director Elroy Hirsch said in a March 1969 (AP) story that the athletic department offices are "a hovel." "The paint is peeling, the place is dirty. It's no wonder there is no morale. I cannot ask personnel to improve work habits if there is no decent place to work," Hirsch said. One exception to the malaise was the enthusiastic following for the hockey team, a sport that had been discontinued at the university for three decades until being brought back to existence for the 1963-64 season.
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As with every generation, music is important in the lives of young people. In 1969, my neighborhood was no exception. Tom Ferris, who was one of the best athletes in the neighborhood and played varsity baseball at Madison West High School in the late 1960s, won a radio contest to commemorate the 5th anniversary of the February 1964 arrival of the Beatles to the United States. Ferris received every album by the group and promptly transferred the albums to reel-to-reel tape and gave the records to my brother, John. They would listen to those records and others with neighborhood friend Steve Scharch. Scharch eventually managed Lake St. Station, an iconic record store on the UW campus, and he was one of the key figures in trying to secure a major recording deal in the late 1970s for Madison-based Spooner.
 

In addition to the influential radio presence of WISM, Madison was known for its live music on campus and around town. In fact, in the early 1960s, Steve Miller, Boz Scaggs and Ben Sidran were members of the band the Ardells during their days at the University of Wisconsin.

 

Beloit, which is approximately a 50-mile drive southeast from Madison, had its own music scene, and a popular venue located a few blocks from Beloit Memorial High School was a private club named the Pop House. The club was mostly for Beloit high school students and some students from Beloit College. The proprietor, George Stankewitz, was an avid sports fan. In fact, many of the "grillmen" he hired over the years were student athletes. Stankewitz rarely scheduled live bands or events the night of a big Beloit sporting event so as to not compete with the game. Typically, the club would host a "record jam" on those nights, per an email from Joe Accardi, author of Beloit's Club Pop House. 

 

In addition to several local Beatles-inspired groups, the club played host to national acts including Chicago-based bands The Buckinghams, The Cryan' Shames and The New Colony Six. Also, singers such as Bobby Goldsboro, Tommy Roe, Del Shannon, Johnny Tillotson and Bobby Vinton performed at the club.

 

"It was the thing to do to join the Pop House," 1970 Beloit Memorial graduate Steve Benton said via a phone call. "You had to dress nice; it was a club," he said.

 

"I went down there every weekend," 1968 Beloit Memorial High School graduate Bob Polglaze said by phone from his home in Beloit. Polglaze, who was a starter on the 1968 Beloit Memorial basketball team that was runner-up to Manitowoc, remembers seeing Bobby Vinton at the local hot spot, "That was a great place."

 

I could get in, but it wasn't for me, LaMont Weaver said by phone referring to the popular hang out for Beloit Memorial High School students, the Pop House. "It wasn't my style at all. I had a lot of friends, black and white" and we usually hung out at each other's house. People were always welcome at my house, he said.

 

Another gathering place for teenagers in Beloit during the time of the 1969 state basketball tournament was "The Joint" located in the basement of the First United Methodist Church. As the anti-war movement became more intense throughout the country, The Joint offered a place where teens could bring their guitars and play anti-war music and have a soda under the supervision of church personnel. The church basement meeting place was not a club, and everyone was welcome.

 

Saturday, March 22, 1969 was a mild day in Madison. The official low temperature was 19.9 degrees at 6:00 am, and, during the afternoon, it reached a high for the day of 55 degrees with no precipitation. As the temperatures warmed up outside, the action in the Field House was heating up as well. 

 

The 1:35 pm tip-off for the consolation championship featured a familiar school, the Milwaukee Lincoln Comets. Lincoln won state basketball championships in 1959, 1961, 1962, 1966 and 1967. (Note: The Milwaukee City Conference did not allow its teams to compete in the WIAA basketball tournament until the 1951-52 season. Milwaukee North was the first City Conference team to reach the state tournament in 1957.) 

 

The 1961 and 1962 title teams were led by Allen Suttle and Max Walker. Suttle pumped in 528 points during the 1960-61 championship season and was a mid-year graduate the following season. He played two years at Virginia Union. Walker scored 1,171 points at Lincoln including 552 during his 1961-62 senior year. He played three years at Indiana. 

 

Suttle died in April 2008 at age 65 in Oklahoma of complications from diabetes. A memorial service in Milwaukee drew a sizeable crowd of friends and mourners. 

 

Suttle had a tryout with the Boston Celtics in the late 1960s and he had once played for their developmental team. 

 

"He left a legacy at (age) 17," Earl Suttle said by phone in reference to his older brother's playing days at Milwaukee Lincoln. Suttle, who also played basketball at Milwaukee Lincoln, is a motivational speaker and consultant to the NBA and NFL. 

 

Earl Suttle, who is friends with Thomas "Satch" Sanders, a former Boston Celtics player of the 1960s and early 1970s, said that Sanders told him that "your brother could play."

 

"He (Allen Suttle) was a much better ball player than me," Max Walker said via phone in Milwaukee. He was an "outstanding guy," he said. "Kind of a jokester until it came to basketball, which he took very seriously."

 

He was the "best ball player I ever played with," Al Jackson said via phone from his Milwaukee home of his former Lincoln teammate and good friend Allen Suttle. He was a bit more flashy than Max, Jackson said.

 

Jackson scored the winning basket in overtime in Lincoln's 1961 state championship game victory over Rice Lake, 77-75. We were trying to run a play for Allen (Suttle), and I shook my defender and got loose for a lay-up, Jackson explained. In those days, if overtime ended in a tie, we would decide the outcome of the game with a free throw shooting contest. We weren't the best free throw shooters, Jackson said. "Rice Lake gave us a lot of problems. They were bigger, but we were quicker," he said.

 

That 1960-61 squad was "probably the best team that I coached," Richard (Dick) Wadewitz said via phone from his Platteville home. "Allen (Suttle) was a good all-around player, very smooth," he said. Wadewitz coached Milwaukee Lincoln from 1955-1962 and at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville from 1962-1984.

 

"Max (Walker) was an outstanding player," Wadewitz said of his former ball player who became the leader of the 1961-62 championship season. Walker tied Eau Claire's Stan Johnson for 1962 state tournament scoring honors with 86 points. Lincoln's Dan Davis was the tournament's rebounding champ. 

 

It was "March Madness in November," Walker said in reference to the excitement in Milwaukee during the high school basketball season. Walker explained that he and his teammates would barnstorm in those days, driving around the city and suburbs looking for pick-up basketball games. "Gasoline was only 18 cents a gallon, so we would get 40 cents together. We drew large crowds even in 90 degree weather," he said.

 

Walker was voted in a comprehensive 2005 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel poll as one of the greatest players in state prep history. He was inducted into the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) Hall of Fame in 2008.

 

Wadewitz had some good players in his first couple of years at Milwaukee Lincoln, including Ed Carter and Al Jarreau. Jarreau would go on to play basketball at Ripon College, but he is best known as a Grammy award-winning vocalist. 

 

Lincoln reached the state tournament for the first time in school history in 1959 despite a modest regular season record of 14-4. In the Janesville Sectionals, Lincoln knocked off defending state champion, Madison East, 75-73. Wadewitz remembers that game as if it were yesterday. Lincoln's 5' 8" junior guard Charles Houston, who had a malformed right hand, tipped in a shot over East's Pat Richter. Richter would eventually play in the National Football League and is a former University of Wisconsin Athletic Director. "Still a memory in my mind," Wadewitz said in reference to Houston's tip-in over Richter. Lincoln captured the first state boys basketball championship for a Milwaukee school in a 65-56 victory over its arch-rival Milwaukee North in the title game.

 

Wadewitz's final year at Lincoln was the championship season of 1961-62 when the Comets went 26-0 in capturing the school's third state title in four years. Wadewitz left the school with a 49-game winning streak.

 

Jim Smallins, who coached at nearby Roosevelt Junior High before becoming Wadewitz's assistant coach, took over the coaching reigns at Lincoln in the 1962-63 season. As outstanding as those championship squads were under Wadewitz, Smallins' 1966 and 1967 championship teams are considered by many historians and sportswriters as arguably the two finest teams ever in state prep history. 

 

"I don't think anyone has been more talented as a team than we were, although there have been individuals with equal or better ability," Smallins was quoted in a March 1997 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel column by Dale Hofmann. "It was just an exceptional group of young men who were tuned in to each other. It was too much to ask for."

 

"It's the best high school team I've ever seen," said former Wausau Senior High standout, Frank Schade. Schade, who has coached basketball for more than 30 years and is currently the longtime coach at Oshkosh North, rattled off the names of the tremendous ball players of Lincoln during a phone call, "They were outstanding."

 

"They were better than us at every position," said Schade, who as a high school junior in the 1966-67 season lost by five points to Lincoln in the state championship game. (Note: Schade was recruited to play college basketball for Don Haskins at UTEP, formerly Texas Western, but soon transferred to UW-Eau Claire to play for his high school coach Ken Anderson. Schade was a 4th round selection by the Kansas City-Omaha Kings in the 1972 NBA draft. He is a 2008 WBCA Hall of Fame inductee.)

 

Those 1965-66 and 1966-67 Milwaukee Lincoln teams featured star players John Rushing, Clarence Sherrod and Fred Brown.

 

Rushing scored 980 points in high school and was a mid-year graduate during the 1966-67 championship season. He went on to play at the University of East Central Oklahoma. During his playing days at Lincoln, Rushing reportedly had a young admirer, Oprah Winfrey. Winfrey attended junior high at Lincoln in the mid-'60s and was said to have had a crush on the Milwaukee Lincoln all-state center. 

 

Sherrod poured in 1,021 points at Lincoln including 548 during his 1966-67 senior year. He was AP and UPI all-state his senior year. He had a stellar collegiate career at the University of Wisconsin. When he left Wisconsin he was the all-time leading scorer with 1,408 points. Today, Sherrod is 10th all-time in scoring despite the fact that he only played three years of varsity basketball and did not have the benefit of the 3-point line. He was selected in the 8th round by Chicago in the 1971 NBA draft. In a 1995 Milwaukee Journal article by Cliff Christl, Sherrod said, "My life at that school (Lincoln) was wonderful. I wouldn't trade it for anything I've done. I loved every aspect of it. It's something I'll take to my grave as the most positive experience of my life."

 

Brown totaled 1,108 points in high school including 604 during his 1966-67 senior year. He was AP all-state as a senior. Brown played two seasons at the University of Iowa. Brown and John Johnson (Milwaukee St. Benedict & Milwaukee Messmer) led the Hawkeyes in 1969-70 to a conference championship and is arguably the finest Iowa basketball team in history. Brown, who scored 662 points (27.6 points per game average) in his 1970-71 senior year, was the 6th pick overall in the 1971 NBA draft. "Downtown" Brown and Johnson were teammates again leading the Seattle SuperSonics to an NBA title in the 1978-79 season. Brown was selected to the SuperSonics' 40th Anniversary Team. He returned to Milwaukee in March 2007 to watch the 35th annual and final North-Lincoln alumni basketball game at the North Division gymnasium. "The game is incidental, really. It's the fellowship," Brown said in a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article by Vicki Ortiz.

 

"Lincoln was more than just a basketball power," retired Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Columnist Cliff Christl said via email. "It was known as The Melting Pot of City Conference schools going back almost to its beginning in 1919. It drew students from all nationalities, of all colors and, based on everything I've heard, they coexisted like I wish we all could," Christl said.

 

The 1969 Comets were a relatively young squad but seniors David Hickembottom and Ellis Turrentine, who gained valuable experience as sophomores on the 1967 championship team, helped pace the Comets to a 20-3 record heading into the state tournament. Turrentine became Lincoln's all-time leading scorer with 1,608 points including 781in his senior year. 

 

"I was lucky," Ellis Turrentine said by phone in reference to his status as the all-time leading scorer at Milwaukee Lincoln. "Max (Walker) and those guys (early-to-mid 1960s Lincoln players) taught me how to play," he said.

 

Lincoln's bid to capture its 6th state tournament title was in serious jeopardy during the second quarter of the quarterfinals versus Nicolet. Nicolet added to its halftime lead and then held off a fourth quarter rally by Lincoln handing the Comets its first state tournament loss ever, 78-73.

 

In the upset victory over Milwaukee Lincoln, Nicolet Center Steve Bazelon pulled down 17 rebounds. Bazelon and senior guard Jim Bronson both scored 22 points in leading the Knights to their quarterfinal victory.

 

"It certainly was a dream come true," Bazelon said via email regarding playing in the state tournament.  "As young kids, we thought about this often. I remember being sick when we arrived in Madison. I had a high fever. Beating Lincoln, which had never lost a game at Madison, was probably the biggest upset in the tourney," Bazelon said.

 

Bazelon, who teaches physical education, health and driver education at Nicolet High School, played college basketball for Johnny Orr at the University of Michigan. He reflected on playing in the afternoon session at the Field House, "I remember the sun coming in through the windows at the top of the Field House. Obviously, the games we played were exciting. I had a lot of friends on the other teams that I had played with in summer camps," Bazelon said.

 

Bazelon and Nicolet High School returned to the 1993 state tournament for their second and only time in school history. Bazelon had a role in both state appearances, first as a player and then as a coach. "It's something I think about often," Bazelon said about being a member on Nicolet's first ever team to reach the boys basketball state tournament in 1969. "We had a reunion a few years ago," he said. "This experience is an everlasting one. I wish all kids could experience it," Bazelon said.

 

"We underestimated them (Nicolet)," Turrentine said. Turrentine, a retired school teacher, explained that the Comets were a relatively young ball club. That, coupled with foul trouble to key players, contributed to their opening round loss. (Note: According to Turrentine, the following players from the 1969 Lincoln state tournament team have since passed: Jimmy Foster, Carl Glenn, James Richardson, Dwight Turner and James Van Dyke.)

 

"Once Lincoln lost it (game to Nicolet), it took the Lincoln mystique factor out of the tournament," said Neenah's John Arpin by phone. 

 

Lincoln regrouped on Friday afternoon by knocking off Wausau, 84-77. Junior center Jimmy Foster led the Comets with 20 points. Wausau's junior guard Bruce Weinkauf led all scorers with 21 points. The Lumberjacks enjoyed success in its two most recent March appearances in Madison winning the state title in 1960 coached by Marshall Taylor and Ken Anderson's squad lost in the 1967 championship game to Milwaukee Lincoln, 61-56. The victor in the 1969 rematch advanced to the consolation game. Wausau ended its season with a 17-8 record.

 

Eau Claire's Gregg Bohlig, who had the unenviable task of guarding Lincoln's Ellis Turrentine in the consolation game, shared a light-hearted moment regarding his high school basketball coach and the Lincoln game. Coach Gleboff was a good motivator, and he had challenged me prior to our Thursday game against Beloit to try my best at stopping LaMont Weaver so that I would be recognized as one of the better defensive players in the state. LaMont didn't score much in our game because he was a very unselfish player, but coach made a big deal out of his low point total and suggested that I take the same mentality against Turrentine. I then went out and held Ellis to about 35 points (actually 25 points). That might have been when I decided to focus on football, Bohlig joked.

 

Bohlig and his teammates would return to the state tournament for the third time in a row the following year and earned a third place trophy, finishing the season with a 25-1 record. Despite those accomplishments, the player who Coach Gleboff called a "great leader" is best remembered in the state for a moment that occurred on a beautiful fall afternoon at Camp Randall Stadium in September 1974. 

 

The Wisconsin Badgers upset #4 ranked (AP) Nebraska before a crowd of 73,381 and a televised viewing audience that reached approximately two-thirds of the country. Late in the 4th quarter with the Badgers trailing 20-14 and facing a second down and long on their own 23-yard line, UW quarterback, Gregg Bohlig, connected with senior flanker Jeff Mack on a 77-yard touchdown. Bohlig's touchdown pass was recognized in the university's 2005 Celebrate the Legacy campaign as one of the six most memorable moments at Camp Randall Stadium.

 

Lincoln defeated the Old Abes for the consolation championship, 83-70. After the game, Lincoln Coach Jim Smallins said, "It's certainly nice to go home with something, but none of our games was up to par here. I'm a little disappointed. We didn't feel we played our best in any of the three (games)."

 

From the 1959 state tournament through the 1969 tournament, the Comets won five state titles, one consolation championship and finished with a 17-1 state tournament record during that span. (Note: Ironically, the Green Bay Packers also won five championships during Lincoln's dynasty and four of those titles were in the same years as Lincoln's state crowns: 1961, 1962, 1966 and 1967.)

 

Lincoln's inability to capture its sixth state championship signified the end of its dominance. However, the Comets left a legacy.

 

"The Lincoln legacy is that it produced the greatest high school basketball teams in the history of the state," Christl said. "Milwaukee Vincent won five titles in six years, starting in the late 1990s, but it didn't have the great players that Lincoln had during its run." 

 

Christl said that Win Parkinson, the outstanding former coach at Milwaukee Tech, once told him that those Lincoln teams "were in a class by themselves."

 

In the 3:15 pm third place playoff, Jeff Wildenberg, Robin Ristau and Bill Lamers combined for 59 points as the Kimberly Papermakers turned Nicolet to pulp, 75-59. Kimberly Coach Jack Wippich and the Papermakers had earned their second straight third place trophy.

 

He was "very demanding," Ristau said via phone in reference to his high school coach Jack Wippich. He was a "fiery coach, wore his emotions on his shirt sleeves" and he was a "very fair coach," Ristau said.  

 

Ristau, who was the only non-senior in Kimberly's starting lineup, didn't know quite what to expect at the state tournament. As a sophomore, Ristau did not make the state tournament roster. "I wished looking back I had experience from '68," he said. "A little intimidating and a little nervous," Ristau said referring to his 1969 state tournament experience playing in the Field House.

 

Ristau, a scheduler for an Appleton-based manufacturer, didn't think back-to-back 3rd place finishes for Kimberly in 1968 and 1969 were a disappointment. "I thought it was a great honor (to win 3rd place)" and the tournament "wasn't all-watered down (single class tournament system)," Ristau said.

 

Longtime Kimberly basketball coach and retired teacher, John G. "Jack" Wippich died in July 2005 at age 70. Wippich compiled a 331-179 coaching record from 1967-1991. He brought the Papermakers to the state tournament in 1968, 1969, 1972 and 1991. Wippich was inducted into the WBCA Hall of Fame in 1982. (Note: According to Ristau, Bill Lamers, a talented starter on Kimberly's 1969 state tournament team, died approximately one year prior to Coach Wippich's passing.)

 

The folks at the Field House would clear out for a dinner break with only the championship game between Beloit Memorial and Neenah left to play in the 1968-69 season.

 

In the 10 games during the 1969 state tournament up to this point, the winning team won by an aggregate of 100 points or a 10 point per game margin. Beloit had knocked off Kimberly with relative ease, and Kimberly went on to easily defeat Nicolet, a team that Neenah had struggled against in the semifinals. In the previous seven state championship games, the winning margin was 11.7 points. Only one state championship in the previous 53 tournaments was decided in overtime, and no title game had yet to be decided by a double overtime format. Beloit was undefeated, confident and experienced, having played in the 1968 championship game against Manitowoc. 

 

Therefore, given recent tournament history, there was no reason for the 12,923 patrons in the UW Field House and the television viewing audience to believe that they would witness a Wisconsin state hardwood classic -- that would be remembered 40 years later -- when the Beloit Memorial Purple Knights (25-0) and Neenah Rockets (21-4) tipped off at 7:35 pm on Saturday evening March 22, 1969.

 

Here's how three sports writers for the Wisconsin State Journal began their articles that hit doorsteps throughout Madison and Southern Wisconsin the following morning:

 

Monte McCormick -- "We practice that every day," Bernie Barkin said half in jest. He was referring to the 41-foot, left-handed pitch shot that LaMont Weaver threw in to tie Neenah 70-70 just as the horn signalled the end of regulation time. Everything else was sort of anti-climactic despite the two overtimes it took Beloit to eke out the 80-79 victory.

 

Glenn Miller (Sports Editor) -- It has got to be the greatest finish ever. A team has got the championship all wrapped up with two seconds left to play. A guy on the team that is obviously going to lose ignores the obvious. He heaves a 45-foot shot at the opposite basket. The buzzer sounds. The shot goes in.

 

Don Lindstrom -- No one, but no one in Wisconsin will ever forget LaMont Weaver.

 

When reached by phone at his Georgia home, Lindstrom did not remember the lead to his story, but when it was read to him, he chuckled, "Well, I guess that's right."

 

After Neenah scored what appeared to be the winning basket with two seconds left in regulation, the play-by-play announcer offered the following: "Excitement, that's the word for Neenah as the fans go wild. Two seconds left. Neenah leads by two points." (Note: Attempts to identify the announcer by name on the "game tape" were unsuccessful. The video of this game that has circulated throughout the Beloit and Neenah communities for years was a report presented by the WIAA and filmed by the department of Photography and Cinematography at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. It is not believed to be a recording of the actual televised broadcast.)

 

Beloit quickly called a timeout and set up what appeared to be a rather improbable task of tying the game with two ticks left on the clock. Weaver, who took the in-bounds pass, dribbled to his right and launched one for the ages. As the ball was floating through the air and banking in off the backboard, the announcer said, "This ball game is all over. The basket counts! We go into overtime! The score, Neenah 70 Beloit 70."

 

Weaver was mobbed by teammates, cheerleaders and students who all rushed onto the floor despite the fact that the outcome of the game was still undecided.

 

In double overtime, Beloit held an 80 to 79 lead with four seconds left when Neenah pulled down a rebound and called a timeout. After a long attempt by Neenah's John Arpin fell short the announcer exclaimed: "The ball game is over! Neenah defeated by Beloit 80-79. Pandemonium runs wild here at the UW Field House! The Beloit Purple Knights looked like they'd lost it for sure when LaMont Weaver put in a 25, 30, 35, 50 plus jump shot with two seconds left to go in regulation time."

 

The Field House floor was quickly engulfed with revelers as Weaver was carried around on the shoulders of Beloit fans. Decorum eventually was restored long enough for the award presentation ceremony. Neenah Coach Ron Einerson was understandably disappointed for his players. As Einerson approached the WIAA executives to accept the second place trophy, he may have been somewhat mentally distracted immediately after the heart-breaking loss because he forgot to take the trophy along with him and had to be gently reminded.

 

Things were a bit more joyous at the other end of the scorer's table as Beloit Memorial Coach Bernie Barkin gave an animated double fist pump before hoisting the championship trophy.

 

In the second balcony calling the game action for WBEL radio was Bill Dommer. "It was a close ball game and a lot of Beloit fans had left the arena (when Neenah made what appeared to be the winning basket in regulation time)," Dommer said when reached by phone at his home in California. "People were in the parking lot" when LaMont hit his shot. "It was one of the most exciting things I've ever seen," Dommer said. "It is something I'll never forget, (it was) such a fantastic shot."

 

Bill Dommer did a great job in capturing the excitement, Joe Moen said on the phone from his home in Beloit. Moen has since retired from his 40 years at WBEL and was the general manager of the radio station. "It was a terrific time," Moen said as he reflected on those days in March 1969.

 

Dommer's radio partner was George Spelius. Spelius said by phone that his friend Dommer told him, "I need a sidekick for football and basketball." I didn't go to school for broadcasting, Spelius said.

 

Spelius, who is the President of the Midwest League of Professional Baseball, said, "I practically fell out of the second balcony" when Weaver hit that shot. 

 

The game box score in the Wisconsin State Journal: 

      Double Ulcers
           Beloit

fg-fga-ft-fta-pf-pts-reb

David Kilgore 4-11-3-6-4-11-8

Chuck Loft 4-11-0-1-5-8-5

Bruce Brown 8-14-10-11-1-26-18

Lamont Weaver 10-19-5-6-2-25-3

Dan Wohlfert 4-8-2-2-2-10-2

David Hanzlik 0-0-0-0-0-0-0

Mike Masterson 0-0-0-1-1-0-0

     Totals 30-63-20-27-15-80-41*

* Includes team rebounds

 

           Neenah

fg-fga-ft-fta-pf-pts-reb

Tom Kopitzke 10-16-7-8-2-27-3

John Arpin 2-8-2-3-4-6-6

Tom Koepke 8-15-4-4-5-20-8

Pat Hawley 5-11-4-6-1-14-7

Bob Block 3-7-1-2-5-7-0

Jim Hoelzel 1-4-1-1-4-3-1

Greg Schultz 1-1-0-0-0-2-0

Brian Cannon 0-0-0-0-0-0-0

     Totals 30-62-19-24-21-79-32*

* Includes team rebounds

(Note: The newspaper did not include the first name of the players)

 

Neenah 22-13-13-22-5-4 -- 79

Beloit    14-15-21-20-5-5 -- 80

(Note: The newspaper incorrectly indicated Neenah scoring 15 points each in the 2nd & 3rd QTRs)

(Note: The box score listed the attendance as 12,925 compared with the official total of 12,923)

 

As the bus carrying the victorious Purple Knights neared Beloit at approximately 11 pm Saturday night, Bill Fischbach captured the sights and sounds of the celebration in the Monday issue of the Beloit Daily News. It was V-J day, New Year's Eve, and the Fourth of July all wrapped together as the citizens of Beloit let their emotions run wild in one supreme exhibition of pure joy. Squad cars and a fire truck were waiting to lead the bus back to Memorial High School. Families came out of their homes, some in pajamas, pin curlers, and housecoats. The driver pulled the team bus behind the school to unload and a sea of people surrounded the overwhelmed players and coaches. When the doors opened, the players were grabbed, cheered, pummelled, kissed, hugged, their hands were shook, backs slapped and only a great deal of struggle enabled them to fight their way to the gym, Fischbach wrote.

 

On Sunday morning, a tired group of Beloit coaches and players went back to Madison as breakfast guests of Warren P. Knowles in the governor's mansion on Lake Mendota. University of Wisconsin Basketball Coach John Powless was also in attendance. Governor Knowles presented Barkin and the team a Wisconsin State Flag. 

 

The team headed back to Beloit for a scheduled Sunday afternoon pep rally at the school. WBEL's Bill Dommer was master of ceremonies, and he started the celebration by replaying the radio broadcast of the final seconds of regulation time followed by the ending of the second overtime. A large banner that read, Leave It To Weaver, could be seen in the gymnasium stands.

 

"A lot of fun, Dommer said, "The gymnasium was packed."

 

"Certainly a very happy group of people that watched that important game," Moen said in reference to the weekend celebration that broke out in Beloit. (Note: Beloit Memorial High School Principal Royal B. Everill was one of the speakers to address the jubilant crowd during the Sunday afternoon pep rally on March 23, 1969. Everill died a month later of a heart attack at age 64.)

 

Janesville Gazette Sports Editor Dave Wedeward, who has attended every WIAA Boys Basketball State Tournament since 1955, the last 43 years as a reporter, went to Beloit to cover the Sunday afternoon celebration and the packed gymnasium "was up for grabs," Wedeward said via email. As for Weaver's shot and Beloit's double overtime victory, Wedeward said, "I remember being very tired at the end of a long three days with little sleep. It took some time for it to sink in what I had just seen."

 

A full page advertisement of congratulations to the team ran in the Monday issue of the Beloit Daily News. Under a sub-heading of, Congratulations on another great season for the State's greatest team! more than 100 companies, banks, stores et al. were listed including Beloit Dye Works, City Bakery, Pennys, Gambles, The Book Store, Beloit Savings, Woolworth's, Beatrice Foods, Turtle Sinclair, Freeman Shoe Company and Club Pop House.

 

"From the bottom of my heart, I truly appreciate this turnout and this support. I'd like to smile and be happy but it hurts too much," Neenah Coach Ron Einerson said during a welcome home ceremony on Sunday at Neenah High School. Einerson received a standing ovation from the 3,000 people that packed the gymnasium. 

 

Neenah High School Principal Alvin Long said, "Rocket Power" in explaining the great support given to the basketball team. "We'll continue to hear a lot more about Rocket power in the future," Long said in March 1969.

 

The 1969 Neenah High School yearbook summarized the championship game thusly, "The opponent was number one ranked and heavily favored Beloit. However, Neenah commanded the first half and battled to a 70-68 lead with two seconds left. Sport historians will remember that half court shot Beloit's LaMont Weaver made at the buzzer to turn what spectators thought was a Neenah victory into an overtime. The outcome was decided after the first double overtime in WIAA history with Beloit winning 80-79. Although defeated, the Rockets are still number one in the eyes of thousands of undaunted admirers, and they gained the respect of the millions or more who watched the game on television."

 

On the Monday following the championship game, Wisconsin State Journal Sports Reporter Tom Butler went to the Field House to measure Weaver's shot. Butler estimated the distance to be a 53-or 54-foot shot. (Note: Butler, who was a well-respected reporter, covered 34 WIAA state basketball tournaments among other responsibilities and achievements during his 37-year career as a journalist. He died of a heart attack in June 2008 at age 84.)

 

Weaver's shot heard round the state was the second thrilling moment in a week that featured the south basket in the old barn. A week earlier, the UW Field House hosted the Mideast Regionals with Purdue's Rick Mount rolling off a pick on the right wing in the southwest corner of the building. Mount's high-arching shot found the net as the Boilermakers nipped Marquette 75-73 in overtime.

 





Top: University of Wisconsin Field House, flag raising ceremony, October 4, 1930. Wisconsin Historical Society -- Image ID: WHi-20025. Note: Recipients of this email may not use this image in ANY way without permission from the Wisconsin Historical Society. (see link): http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/
Bottom: The Field House, which is on Madison's near west side on the UW campus, has played host to memorable moments through the years.

 

In Dave Krider's book, Indiana High School Basketball's 20 Most Dominant Players, Billy Keller, who was a teammate of Mount's for two years at Purdue, explained the brilliance of Rick the Rocket, "He was not only an excellent shooter, but he was a lot bigger (at six-four) than most guards of the time. He probably came off screens better than anybody I've ever seen. He shot before anybody could get to him. Steve Alford was really good coming off screens, but he used a lot of them. Rick only needed one."

 

One person who had a good view of both Mount and Weaver's heroics in the Field House in March 1969 was Otto Puls. Puls was the official scorer for the NCAA Mideast Regionals as well as the WIAA boys basketball state tournament.

 

"I can remember the day definitely," Puls said by phone from his Middleton home in regards to the Purdue versus Marquette game. "Rick Mount to this day is one of my favorite players," he said.

 

"The LaMont Weaver thing happened right in front of us," Puls said. It was "one great game." Puls recalled that the official timekeeper Wayne "Knobby" Kelliher took a lot of unfair criticism.

 

However, Kelliher said by phone that he doesn't remember any criticism that he received. "During the last few seconds of a very highly contested, a lot of emotion floating around the building the one thing you learn as an official (timekeeper) is the need to have (your) eyes on the officials," Kelliher said. He explained that he was watching Gene Calhoun, who was one of the officials working the game, and Calhoun raised his arm, so I stopped the clock at two seconds. Both benches checked to make sure that the time left on the clock was correct, Kelliher said. (Note: George Sladky was the other official that worked the 1969 state championship game.)

 

In those days, we didn't have tenths of a second showing on the scoreboard, so there was really no way of knowing whether there was 2.0 or 2.9 seconds left, Kelliher said. I would think that with 2.9 seconds left that LaMont would be able to dribble once or twice before his shot, he said.

 

Arpin, who is a General Manager at Georgia Pacific, acknowledged that he heard "all kinds of rumors" after the tournament that the game tape was doctored before it was released because it took longer than two seconds for Weaver to get his shot off. However, I don't believe the conspiracy theories. We don't know if there was 2.0 or 2.9 seconds left or 3.2 seconds and he (the timekeeper) was slow to start the clock, Arpin said.

 

"Those two (shots by Mount and Weaver) have to rank at the top of the Field House (history)" in terms of memorable baskets, Puls said. (Note: Otto Puls and Nicolet Basketball Coach Tom Puls were both inducted into the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1996. They are not related.)

 

One difference between the baskets by Mount and Weaver was the backboard. A rectangular backboard was used in the NCAA Mideast Regional game and a fan-shaped backboard was used for the WIAA games. 

 

In the December 10, 1940 issue of The Flat Hat, a College of William and Mary school newspaper, an article stated that it was becoming a trend for schools to switch to the fan-shaped backboard. One reason cited by the article for the growing popularity of the new backboard shape was to give the shorter players a better chance to compete as the size of the backboard is smaller than the rectangle-shaped backboard, and the new design would not allow taller players to grab as many rebounds and dominate the game.

 

Another reason cited by the article for implementing the new design was the sight lines for shooting, especially deep in the corners of the playing floor. Perhaps the ball player that took the best advantage of the sight lines while shooting from the corners during the 1969 WIAA State Tournament was Neenah's all-conference player Tom Kopitzke. The Neenah senior was deadly accurate from the "coffin corner," finishing the season with 533 points. He surpassed the former school record set in 1961 of 446 points by Paul Felton.

 

The radio broadcast of the Purdue versus Marquette Mideast Regional final at the Field House offered a glimpse of the pop culture in March 1969. A Diet Pepsi advertisement featured a tune Music to Watch Girls By written by Sid Ramin, recorded at A&R Studios and produced by BBDO Advertising. Although the jingle demo was written in 1966, it was a popular advertisement during tournament time in the late 1960s. Bob Crewe, who heard the demo, quickly went into the recording studio and released his own version in 1967 under the name of The Bob Crewe Generation. A couple of months later, Andy Williams recorded a vocal version of the song written by Tony Velona.

 

One week after the Regional Finals, Mount, Keller and the Purdue Boilermakers lost to Lew Alcindor and the UCLA Bruins in Louisville, 92-72. It was the same evening as LaMont Weaver's heroics in Madison.

 

The head coaches of the classic 1969 state high championship game would become two of the biggest names of prep basketball in the state. Bernie Barkin had a 375-213 record and won two WIAA state championships in 27 years from 1955-1982 at Beloit Memorial. He brought the Purple Knights to the state tournament seven times. During an 11-year period from the 1968-1978 state tournaments, Beloit Memorial High School was in five state tournaments, winning two of those and appearing in two other championship games. He compiled an overall record of 442-264 in 36 years. Barkin was inducted into the WBCA Hall of Fame (HOF) in 1980 and is also a member of the Beloit Sports Hall of Fame.

 

Ron Einerson's 37-year high school coaching career included stops at Cashton, Plymouth and Neenah. Einerson compiled an overall record of 556-235, an impressive .703 winning percentage. During a 10-year period from the 1969-1978 state tournaments, Einerson led the Neenah Rockets to nine state tournament appearances, winning two championships and playing in the title game three other times. Einerson, who is a 1956 graduate of UW-Platteville, is a 1989 inductee into the Pioneer (Platteville) Hall of Fame. He was inducted into the WBCA HOF in 1979. Einerson's second and final state championship came at the expense of Barkin and Beloit Memorial in 1978. Barkin and Einerson were both active in the Milwaukee Bucks Basketball Camps. (Note: Jerry Sullivan, a successful basketball coach at South Milwaukee High School, is recognized as one of the founding fathers of the Bucks Camps. Sullivan coached the South Milwaukee Rockets to a state title in 1976 led by Kurt Nimphius and Sullivan's son, Dan. Sullivan died of lung cancer at age 72 in December 2007.)

 

He (Einerson) was a "great coach," Pat Hawley said by phone. Hawley, Chief Financial Officer for Alta Resources in Neenah, was one of Einerson's star players on Neenah's 1969 and 1970 state tournament teams. Coach Einerson was "demanding, fair. He let us play," Hawley said.

 

Coach Einerson was a master of the psychological aspects of the game, said Arpin, he knew how to handle the players.

 

"He was a master on how to utilize his personnel," Koepke said. "He instilled a lot of confidence. I give so much credit to Ron, just a special guy." 

 

Koepke, who played center for Neenah at 6'1" tall, felt bad for Einerson that he didn't receive the recognition for the coaching job that he did during the 1968-69 basketball season. "He didn't even get coach of the year in conference," Koepke said. 

 

In the summer of 2008, Einerson reminisced via letter on his days at Neenah: "Basketball means a great deal to this community, but they are very supportive of all our athletic programs. Certainly basketball success from 1969 to 1978 gave it statewide recognition. The way our students and community handled the defeats and wins brought credit and admiration to our program. I am very grateful to have been a part of that special time."

 

"Neenah was a basketball town," Tom Ponto said by phone. Ponto, who was a senior guard on the 1969 team, received the Lux Esto Award of Excellence for his long-time dedicated work at Kalamazoo College. 

 

"It was the dream of every kid living in Neenah," Ponto said in reference to playing in the state tournament. "It was huge; it was big time," to play in the UW Field House, he said.

 

"It was a great place to grow up," Koepke said in reference to Neenah. There was "not a whole lot to do in the wintertime. I remember shoveling snow off the playground when I was very young," he said.

 

"It was fun," Hawley said in reference to growing up in a basketball town such as Neenah. "It wasn't hard to find a place to play basketball," said Hawley, who made two free throws in the closing seconds of the first overtime to force a second overtime period in the 1969 state championship game.

 

When Hawley reminisces about his high school playing days, he doesn't dwell too much on the heart-breaking losses in 1969 and 1970, but rather the friendships with his teammates. "I think of the camaraderie," he said. "I got to play for the state championship twice, and how many kids can say that?" Hawley said that he has the game tapes somewhere, but he never watches them.

 

The 1969 Wisconsin state basketball tournament attracted a then record-setting attendance of 80,421. However, change was in the air. The 1969 tournament would be one of the last single class tournaments as the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association (WIAA) implemented a multiple-class format based upon school enrollments effective in the 1971-72 season. Also, by the end of the 1970s, Milwaukee Lincoln High School had closed its doors. (Note: According to a WIAA reference, the 1969 state tournament set an attendance record. Yet, a March 24, 1969 column by Bill Fischbach of the Beloit Daily News stated that the 1969 attendance fell just short of the 1968 total.)

 

Weaver's high school basketball career would end on Saturday, March 14, 1970 -- 51 weeks after "The Shot" -- as he poured in 23 points and pulled down 16 rebounds in a 71-57 Beloit victory over Cuba City in the Madison Sectional consolation game.

 

In the fall of 1970, LaMont Weaver was headed off to college. In addition to Weaver (Beloit Memorial, class of 1970) there were several Big Eight High School Conference basketball players from that era that would go on to play for the Wisconsin Badgers including Glen Richgels (Madison West, 1967), Pat Rohan (Madison West, 1969), Gary Anderson (Madison LaFollette, 1970), Bob Luchsinger (Janesville Parker, 1971), Tim Paterick (Janesville Craig, 1971), Bob Falk (Madison West, 1972) and Dean Anderson (Madison LaFollette, 1974). The head basketball coaches at the University of Wisconsin during this era were John Erickson (1959-1968), John Powless (1968-1976) and Bill Cofield (1976-1982).

 

In the 1973-74 UW Winter and Spring Sports Facts and Athletic Review, Weaver's bio included the following: Star of 1969 Wisconsin State Tournament as his Beloit Memorial High school team took state honors...All remember his 53 foot shot from beyond mid-court that saved game against Neenah in title clash...High School Coach was Bernie Barkin.

 

When Weaver arrived to campus, his reputation preceded him. "This is the kid that hit that shot. That was his trademark," Lee Oler said. Oler played three years of varsity basketball at the University of Wisconsin from 1969-72. Weaver was a teammate of Oler's during the 1971-72 season. "It wasn't until their sophomore year (Weaver and Gary Anderson) that we practiced together. In those days, the freshman team was isolated from the varsity. They're trying to take our jobs in some respect, but they are both great guys," Oler said.

 

"LaMont is easy-going. A laid back guy. One of the nicest guys. Real mellow -- that's an old term," Oler joked. Oler retired from teaching 32 years of physical education at Wauconda High School (Illinois).

 

Oler was in the UW Field House to see Rick Mount's winning jump shot in the Mideast Regional, but he didn't see Weaver's heroics the following weekend in person. "That weekend we laid low because the high school kids tend to take over the city (during the state tournament)," Oler said. (Note: At the time of Oler's 1968 graduation at Grant High School in Fox Lake, Illinois, he was the all-time leading scorer in school history with 1,789 points. Today, 41 years later, Oler is second all-time at Grant and 7th all-time in Lake County Illinois. Oler amassed his scoring record in only three years and without benefit of a 3-point line. Oler scored 704 points during his three-year career at the University of Wisconsin.)

 

One person who was in the Field House for the championship game was Oler's college coach, John Powless. However, in a phone call from the John Powless Tennis Center in Madison, the former UW Basketball Coach explained that he didn't see Weaver's heroics either. I was at the game with Lionel Aldridge and Willie Davis (Green Bay Packers), and after Neenah hit the shot to go up by two points with a couple of seconds left, Willie and Lionel said that they were getting out of here to get a jump on the traffic. A few moments later, we hear a great commotion, and we hustled back inside and asked what happened. We were told, "The little left-handed kid threw one in." We stayed for both overtimes, Powless said.

 

LaMont was a "wonderful young man" and he "always had a leveling influence" and "calming effect" on everyone when he was a player and a coach, Powless said.

 

"LaMont was a great guy," Dr. Gary Anderson said by phone. Anderson played against Weaver during their prep basketball days and they became teammates at the UW. "It was always an awe inspiring thing," Anderson said in reference to playing against Weaver in high school. "We both jumped center and he out-jumped me." Not only does Anderson have tremendous respect for Weaver's basketball playing abilities but also he credits LaMont in the classroom. "He was really a hard worker," Anderson said. (Note: Anderson, the former multi-sport schoolboy legend at Madison LaFollette, was inducted into the WBCA Hall of Fame in 2008.)

 

Rohan, a Senior Director at Cushman & Wakefield in San Diego, reflected on his former UW teammate: "LaMont was a great guy. A little reserved and a little cocky created an interesting blend that made LaMont unique. He was always friendly with his teammates with a quick smile and laugh. He was fun to be around. He never took things too seriously. He was a really good ball handler and a cool operator under pressure. Not the best shooter of the guards, nor the quickest (e.g., Clarence Sherrod) but his all-around game was very solid. He didn't make mistakes, which John Powless really liked."

 

Rohan watched Weaver's historic shot on television. "Couldn't believe it," Rohan said. "He was instantly famous. The TV announcers went nuts," he said.

 

One guy who did witness Wisconsin prep history in person was Bohlig, who is an insurance agent in Eau Claire. "I was in the stands for the shot and actually had a very good line from behind LaMont - it was a stunning moment I will never forget!" Bohlig said.

 

Another person who had a good view of Weaver's heroics was former Assistant UW Basketball Coach Dave Vander Meulen who was sitting approximately 10 rows up in the north end of the bleachers. "I just can't say enough good things about LaMont," Vander Meulen said by phone from his Madison home. Vander Meulen, who knows Weaver about as well as anyone, as he coached LaMont in college and coached with him at the UW and UW-Whitewater, described Weaver as a "great guy to coach," a "loyal person" and an "outstanding player." (Note: Vander Meulen, who is a 1957 Madison East graduate and a 1962 University of Wisconsin graduate, is an inductee in the Madison Sports Hall of Fame and the WBCA Hall of Fame.)

 

The boys basketball tournament is different today than it was in 1969. The tournament games are no longer played at the UW Field House. The move to the newer, more spacious Kohl Center lost some of the raucous atmosphere from the Field House days. There was no 3-point line when Weaver hit his shot. The impact of AAU basketball has been viewed by many coaches and administrators as detrimental to the high school programs. The pressure on kids today to specialize in a given sport at the high school level wasn't as prevalent in 1969. Also, the single-class tournament format that created cinderella stories of small town schools playing "the big boys" are mere memories today. Lastly, the NCAA basketball tournament wasn't nearly as prevalent on live television 40 years ago as it is today, which tends to draw attention away from high school basketball action in March.

 

Wedeward offers another key difference between 1969 and today. "When things like that (Weaver's shot) happened in the last two seconds of a game back then, it was considered a miracle," Wedeward said. "Today, the last two seconds of a game can be an eternity. Today's kids are such accurate shooters that every attempt like that comes amazingly close," he said.

 

"It was an event in those days," Rick West said by phone in reference to attending a Beloit Memorial boys basketball game during the 1960s and 1970s. West, who is the Director of Sports & Public Relations for Stateline News, explained that high school sports has become so diverse today with many different sports that it stretches the family and the fan base. Also, boys basketball games were once always on Friday nights and an occasional non-league game on Saturday night. However, today boys basketball games are sometimes played on Tuesdays and Thursdays to accommodate the girls' basketball program in allowing them to play on Fridays, West explained.

 

From the "mid-1960s to mid-1970s, basketball was pretty important to the city," West said. People would cash their paychecks on Friday and attend the games. "Tickets were like (having tickets to) Lambeau Field," West said referring to the days that his dad had season tickets and he would join his dad watching the Purple Knights during his youth.

 

Not only is high school basketball and the state tournament different today from what it was in 1969, but the city of Beloit has changed as well through the years. Gene Van Galder, who succeeded Barkin as the head basketball coach at Beloit Memorial, alluded to few changes in the city during his retirement from teaching 34 years at the school. "When I started, Beloit was a thriving community, and as I close my career, it's one that is struggling financially, and the make-up of Beloit Memorial High School reflects that struggle," Van Galder said in a January 2005 Beloit Daily News article.

 

Steve Benton, a Beloit resident since 1958, admits that Van Galder's statement is accurate, but Benton is quick to point out some of the recent positive changes in Beloit. Granted, there isn't much employment in the area, and there is some gun-play and drugs, but the crime rate in Beloit is actually lower than Janesville, Benton said. Benton, who is a news reporter for WCLO and WJVL radio which serves Rock County Wisconsin, says Beloit's police department and business leaders are pro-active. As an example, Benton mentioned The Beloit 2020 RiverFront Project that has yielded city improvements such as The River Walk and The Fishing Docks.

 

A Beloit resident and one of the city's most famous names during the past 40 years is LaMont Weaver because of his heroics in March 1969. Don Lindstrom and John Powless both shared stories of Weaver trying to duplicate his shot in various gymnasiums in the following days and years with less than spectacular results.

 

"He couldn't even hit the backboard," Powless said. 

 

"He couldn't come close. One in the lifetime shot," Lindstrom said.

 

Weaver did come somewhat close in 1978 when he re-enacted his shot during the WIAA Boys Basketball State Tournament. He had been in attendance watching his alma mater Beloit Memorial play Neenah for the state championship. His shot was in preparation of the WIAA commemorating the 10th anniversary of his shot the following year. According to West, who succeeded Bill Dommer as WBEL play-by-play announcer, Weaver hit the backboard while dressed in a business suit.

 

Weaver, who is referred to by some media circles as "The Shot," has been successful a couple of times in re-enacting his famous half court basket. I was at the Field House one day and took a lot of shots, I had a real "sore arm" afterwards, Weaver said. 

 

Not only did Weaver try to re-enact his shot, but as it seemed, so did everyone else that picked up a basketball in the days and weeks following the state tournament.

 

"I remember watching LaMont hitting the shot on television," Mike Gardner said via email. "For the next several weeks, every time we got into a gym, we'd all replay it ourselves from half-court!" Gardner, who is Vice President for Operations at Butler University, played college basketball for former Milwaukee Lincoln Coach Dick Wadewitz at UW-Platteville. 

 

The last second heroics of Weaver might not have happened if it were not for a brief conversation between Beloit Memorial's Assistant Coach Dick Basham and Weaver. In last second game situations, Coach Barkin would typically use a tip play where a player would take a shot off the backboard or lob it into the middle for Beloit's big man Bruce Brown. However, those game scenarios usually involved four seconds left on the clock and Beloit in-bounding the ball at half court. In the championship game, there were only two seconds left, and the Purple Knights were in-bounding the ball under Neenah's basket. The instructions by Barkin in the huddle were to get the ball to "Mont."

 

Rick West shared a story that he had been told through the years that Basham grabbed Weaver as the huddle broke and said, "With two seconds left, you only have time to throw it at the basket."

 

I remember grabbing him and saying, "Don't just throw the ball up in the crowd (for Bruce Brown or David Kilgore), it's not over yet," Basham said by phone. Basham, who spent three years at Beloit Memorial High School, has gone on to become one of the state's most successful high school football coaches at Marquette University High School.

 

Beloit Memorial was a "great place for me to start coaching," Basham said. (Note: Basham's wife Susan was a cousin to Neenah's starting guard Tom Ponto. Susan Basham died in 2004 and Dick Basham has since remarried).

 

According to Wohlfert, Basham tried to encourage Barkin during the game to switch from their "tipping zone" into their customary man-to-man defense.

 

The zone was "weak in the corners" and "(Tom) Kopitzke just killed us," Wohlfert said. "Give (Neenah Coach) Einerson credit; he knew the weakness" (in our defense).

 

"We were surprised that they didn't go man-to-man," Arpin said. Apparently they wanted to protect Brown and Kilgore from getting into foul trouble, he said.

 

"We knew that if they stayed in that zone, we had to get the ball to Tommy (Kopitzke)," Arpin said.

 

"He (Kopitzke) always favored one side of the floor," and he told me, "I want to stay on this side of the floor," Arpin said. Arpin asked him why his teammate wanted that side, and Kopitzke pointed up to a bank of lighting that was installed during the tournament for television viewing purposes. Therefore, Kopitzke primarily stayed on the west side of the court with his back to the lighting when Neenah had the ball.

 

"Kopitzke shot the lights out," Arpin said. "His forte was in the corners. He was Larry Bird from the corners."

 

Kopitzke, who is an Industrial Technology Teacher at DePere Middle School, was on the receiving end of good-natured ribbing from his high school teammates during their days at Neenah. We would all be taking text books with us, and Tom would take "three pieces of wood home for homework," Arpin laughed. 

 

Kopitzke received a 2005 State Superintendent's Service-Learning Award for his Homeroom Advisory Program students for building toys for the Toys for Tots program. We were "just doing something for the community," Kopitzke said by phone. The award was "more for the students rather than me," he said.

 

In the second overtime period of the 1969 state championship game, the lead changed hands four times, and Kopitzke had a chance to make it five with a shot from the left (west) side of the floor with approximately 25 seconds left. Unlike most of the game when the Beloit defenders stayed in their zone, Kopitzke faced ball pressure when he received the pass.

 

I "tried to go one-on-one," Kopitzke said, as he reflected on his final shot as a Neenah Rocket.

 

Kopitzke, who was one of the finest shooters from the single-class tournament era, missed the shot that would have put Neenah back out in front 81-80. Beloit grabbed the rebound and worked the clock and eventually missed a free throw attempt setting up Neenah's last opportunity with four seconds on the clock. (Note: Although Kopitzke only played one year of high school baseball, two of his sons, Chad and Casey, played minor league baseball. Casey Kopitzke is the manager for the Boise Hawks, a Class A affiliate of the Chicago Cubs.)

 

"Not sure what we called, but it revolved around trying to get it in to Kopitzke or Hawley," Arpin said via email of Neenah's in-bounds play in the closing seconds of the second overtime period. "I know I got the ball because they overplayed Pat (Hawley), and I ended up throwing up a wild shot from about three-quarters court. Obviously, I was not in LaMont's league, and it missed badly," he said. (Note: Arpin did hit that shot a couple of times the following year in practice.)

 

Neenah had played the championship game without Tom Ponto who fell sick prior to the semifinals and was held out of action for the final two games. 

 

"Ponto couldn't even get out of bed," Arpin said, "We missed Tom's (Ponto) leadership, but Bobby (Block) stepped up."

 

Three of us had pneumonia and were quarantined, Arpin explained. We stayed at the Short Course Ag Dorms, and each team had a floor to themselves. However, Barkin took the Beloit kids home after every game, so we never really got a chance to get to know them. I'm interested in reading their comments regarding the game, Arpin said. (Note: Today, these dorms are listed as Humphrey and Jorns Halls located at 650 Babcock Drive less than a half block from Lake Mendota. The College of Agricultural & Life Sciences operates these dorms, and the housing is not part of the UW Residence Halls system.)

 

"I thought that was our advantage to sleep in our own beds," Beloit's Bruce Brown said by phone in reference to Bernie Barkin's decision to go home to Beloit after each game. Brown, an independent insurance broker said, "Anytime you can sleep in your own bed, it's an advantage, especially in high school. I thought it was the best thing (to do)."

 

If it wasn't for the brief conversation between Beloit's Basham and Weaver, Weaver might've tried to throw a long pass to Brown rather than shoot. However, Arpin points out another unsung hero in the final seconds for the Purple Knights.

 

"(Chuck) Loft was the guy that saved the game for them," Arpin said. I looked over to Beloit's bench after Pat (Hawley) hit the shot to put us up and Bernie (Barkin) had his hands in his face. Give Loft credit for having the presence of mind to call time out, he said.

 

When the score was tied at 68, Dick Basham told me, "Be ready to call a timeout," Chuck Loft said by phone. When Neenah scored in the closing seconds, I was "turning in every direction" to get the referees' attention, said Loft, who is a self-employed accountant.

 

"We thought they would try to go deep to Brown," Arpin said of Beloit's strategy with two seconds left on the clock in regulation time. "I was guarding him (Weaver)," Arpin said.

 

"I was a pretty good defender, although I couldn't guard Weaver," Arpin said. I would hear people say, "There's the guy that guarded Weaver (in the final seconds)," Arpin said. "That's my legacy."

 

My job was to guide the ball into the basket if there was time, but the buzzer sounded before the ball hit the backboard, said Brown, who attended Georgia Tech on a basketball scholarship.

 

When the ball was in the air (Weaver's shot) I thought, "That's close," said Loft, who was across the court from Weaver and on the Neenah side of the timeline when Weaver launched his desperation shot. As Weaver's shot sailed through the air, Loft explained that he started running across the court toward the Beloit bench and picked up LaMont, who was on his knees. Then they were quickly engulfed by teammates and Beloit fans.

 

"I started crying a little bit," said Polglaze, who was in the Field House watching his former teammates tie the game in dramatic fashion.

 

"It was a phenomenal shot," Arpin said. "Sure, it was lucky."

 

Weaver's half court shot helped turn a tremendous game into a classic.

 

"It was a great game," Arpin said. "Obviously, a classic."

 

It was a "classic David and Goliath story," Koepke said.

 

"Neenah was a great opponent," Brown said.

 

"I can't remember anything more dramatic than the shot," Belisle said as he reflected back on all of the high school games he's watched through the years.

 

"Without question, it was the most memorable moment in state tournament history, and it may remain so for ages because it was a one-class tournament back then," said Christl, who was standing in the first deck in the southwest corner of the Field House when Weaver's shot went in. "The tournament started with every school in the state in the same field and basically boiled down to a prayer of a shot from well beyond half-court."

 

"The final game (championship game) certainly was a highlight game. I'm not sure if there will ever be a better one," former Nicolet center Steve Bazelon said.

 

"Two (coaching) legends going at it in that game," said Jerry Petitgoue, Wisconsin's winningest coach of all-time and WBCA Executive Director. "One of those remarkable shots. I have a tape (of the championship game), and I still look at it every once in a while," Petitgoue said by phone.

 

The Beloit vs. Neenah game was "unbelievable," Hud Gelein said via email. "There should never be a loser in a game like that one." Gelein, an outstanding athlete at Eau Claire High School who tied Pat Richter for rebounding honors at the 1958 state tournament, coached a basketball game less than two months before the 1969 Boys Basketball State Tournament that is arguably the most significant junior high school basketball game ever played  on Madison's west side. The game featured Bob Falk who a few years later would become the 1976-77 Team MVP for the Wisconsin Badgers. Gelein's Cherokee squad knocked off Falk and his Van Hise teammates, 49-47. 

 

One could make an argument that three of the more memorable basketball games ever played in Madison that didn't involve the Wisconsin Badgers were separated by a couple of months and a few miles -- Cherokee vs. Van Hise (junior high school), Purdue vs. Marquette (NCAA) and Beloit vs. Neenah (high school).

 

"It was an unbelievable shot," Milwaukee area insurance agent Mike Stansell said via email. "At that time everyone watched the boys basketball tournament and it was followed by everyone in the state. Beloit had a great team that year," Stansell said. Stansell, a junior high and high school teammate of Bob Falk, led the 1972 WIAA Boys Basketball State Tournament in rebounds and free throw shooting percentage. In the 1972 state quarterfinals, Stansell and Falk helped lead the Madison West Regents to victory against Eau Claire Memorial. It turned out to be Jim Gleboff's final game as coach of the Old Abes.

 

"It is still the one single play I think about when I think of Wisconsin State tournaments," Jack Eich said via email. Eich is the Media Relations Manager at CUNA Mutual in Madison and a local TV & radio sports personality. "I think there have been other buzzer beaters and great games, but to be honest with you, when you are high school age or younger, these games become special. Most people who saw it considered it the greatest shot in the game. The fact it was made by an all-state player added to the legend of LaMont Weaver," Eich said. (Note: Eich's parents moved the family from Madison to northwest suburban Chicago prior to the 1968-69 school year. Eich picked up the game from a Milwaukee television station.)

 

"What I remember most is going to school the next day (on Monday) and everyone was talking about the shot. It was definitely the topic of the day and I think word of mouth added to its mystique because so many people didn't see it and relied on the descriptions of others," Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Reporter, Gary D'Amato, said by email. "It (the shot) didn't put a dime in my pockets. But the joy, you can't put a price on that," Weaver was quoted in D'Amato's outstanding article from a few weeks ago.

 

"Weaver's championship (game) buzzer-beating shot was one that will (be) remembered forever and will continue to be told for generations to come," WBCA Historian Joe Stekel said via email. "The memory of this moment still reverberates through Wisconsin Field House rafters today just as when the ball arced through the net back in 1969! It truly was a shot and game where legends are made," Stekel said.

 

"I honestly believe that we got more out of losing the game in terms of publicity for the next ten or 15 years than we would've out of winning," Kopitzke said. (Note: In addition to the 1969 championship game loss, Neenah lost on a last-second shot in the 1970 state championship game and lost the 1972 state championship game after giving up a lead. All during this time, the Neenah students and fans were always well respected for their sportsmanship and enthusiasm. Therefore, those three championship game losses by the Rockets in combination with their fans helped to create the image of Neenah as the likeable "heartbreak kids" from the Fox Valley.)

 

"It turned out to be arguably the greatest game ever played in the state tournament. I think the 1969 state championship title game was the most memorable game in the history of the tournament. I've met people all over the country that recall that game. It also became a goal in the 1970s for Neenah to win a state championship. Almost every little boy in town was practicing in his driveway to help achieve that goal. Fortunately, that did finally happen in 1975 and 1978," Einerson reflected.

 

Einerson's comment about people all over the country recalling the game now includes people who neither saw the game nor were familiar with Weaver's exploits when it occurred at the time. Bud Withers, a sports columnist and reporter at The Seattle Times, said via email that he had a chance to meet LaMont and the family at senior day in March 2008 in Pullman on the campus of Washington State University (WSU) when Weaver's son, Kyle, was playing basketball for the Cougars. "He re-enacted that shot for me on the floor," Withers said.

 

In a December 2006 article written by Withers, WSU Basketball Coach Tony Bennett referred to Kyle's father as "Legendary" in the state of Wisconsin.

 

"For those who were around then, it would be almost impossible to forget," Great Moments in Wisconsin Sports book author Todd Mishler said via email. "I think just the magnitude of the game, the atmosphere and nostalgia of the game being in the old barn (Field House), and the fact it happened at the very end instead of say the end of the first or second quarter adds to it. It's one of those special moments in sports--at least in Wisconsin--that people who weren't there probably say they were or those who were there probably embellish the story when re-telling it," said Mishler, a youngster living in Northern Wisconsin in 1969 but who did not learn of Weaver's heroics until many years later.

 

Steve Clark, who runs a web site that features simulated games between great teams of the past, said via email, "Being from Michigan, I hadn't heard of the shot by Weaver until I was watching a Washington State basketball game and they mentioned that Kyle Weaver's father hit a miraculous shot in the tournament."

 

"People have talked about that stirring moment ever since it happened," Doug Moe wrote in his January 19, 2009 Wisconsin State Journal column. Moe lists "Weaver's shot" as one of those iconic moments in state history that tends to make people believe that they were actually in attendance. "For 40 years, I've been thinking I saw that shot on TV. But the more I think about it, you know, maybe I was there," Moe wrote.

 

Weaver's game-tying basket is commonly referred to as the "shot heard round the state." Perhaps the origination of this slogan was a sub-heading in Bill Fischbach's article that ran in the Beloit Daily News on Monday following the state tournament. Under the heading, "Unbelievable," ran the sub-head: Weaver's Shot Heard Round Wisconsin As Purple Knights Win State Cage Title. (Note: Henry Aaron's 11th inning pennant-clinching home run for the Milwaukee Braves on September 23, 1957 is known as "The Shot Heard Around Wisconsin.") 

 

"Oh no, not at all," said Weaver, UW-Whitewater Director of Reinstated and Probationary Students, when asked if he ever gets tired of talking about the 1969 state tournament. "It's nice to reminisce. It's still fun." Some students have grandparents that ask if I'm the same guy, Weaver chuckled. 

 

"It's interesting because most people don't remember that the free throws are what won the game," Weaver was quoted in Todd Mishler's book (Great Moments in Wisconsin Sports, Big Earth Publishing, 2004, p.49). Weaver's two free throws in the final minute of double overtime turned a one-point deficit for the Purple Knights into the winning margin. 

 

The 1969 state championship team was recognized 20 years ago when several players were in town to honor Bernie Barkin's induction into the Beloit Sports Hall of Fame in 1989. The guys attended a Beloit basketball game, and the school's athletic director at the time recognized the players, grabbed the public address microphone and asked them to stand up while the crowd applauded.

 

Although the former 1969 Beloit players have not reunited much through the years, Weaver says that he sees a few of his former Beloit Memorial teammates such as Dan Wohlfert, Dave Kilgore and Chuck Loft around town.

 

"It just seems like it never dies," Wohlfert said, referring to his fond memories of the 1969 state tournament. Wohlfert shared a story about being in Northern Wisconsin when a stranger heard Wohlfert's name mentioned and started talking to him about the championship game.

 

Dave Kilgore, who along with Bruce Brown, helped provide a physical presence under the boards for the Purple Knights, was a 9th round draft choice in 1969 of the New York Yankees. "He had all of the tools," Wohlfert said of his former high school teammate Kilgore. (Note: During the 1969 baseball season, Kilgore led the Purple Knights with a .418 batting average and was elected team most valuable player. Wohlfert was the workhorse of the pitching staff as the lefty compiled a 7-3 record.)

 

In 1979, Chuck Loft attended a Green Bay Packers pre-season game and stayed at a Neenah hotel that coincidentally was hosting the 10-year school reunion of the 1969 Neenah Rockets during the same weekend. Although Loft did not see any of the former players, the Neenah graduates invited him to sit down, and they shared stories. They were the "nicest people," Loft said.

 

After the 1968 state tournament, a ninth grade teacher from Lincoln Junior High School, where Brown and Loft attended in Beloit, entered the Purple Knights' locker room with a big smile and congratulated the players on reaching the state tournament and almost winning the title. However, a year later when the Purple Knights defeated Neenah and captured the state title, that same junior high school teacher congratulated the Beloit players, but he wasn't smiling. That teacher was Gary Einerson, Ron's brother.

 

WBEL's Bill Dommer, caught up with Coach Barkin on the Monday following the 1969 state tournament. "I can't recall any feelings at all," Barkin said in reference to his thoughts with two seconds left in regulation as the team huddled on the sidelines. "They (the players) were all really quiet. Tears were rolling down LaMont's eyes," Barkin said. He described Weaver's heroics as a "left-handed push shot," from six or seven feet behind the half court line.

 

"I would've been extremely disappointed if we hadn't had an undefeated season because I think we had exceptionally fine talent," Barkin informed Dommer.

 

Dommer interviewed several of the Beloit Memorial players on the Tuesday following the state championship game. "Closed my eyes and threw it," Weaver told Dommer. "Haven't slept yet," he said.

 

Wohlfert, the player that rifled the in-bounds pass to Weaver, thought the game was all over as he walked to the huddle with two seconds left in regulation. Wohlfert told Dommer, "I walked off the court and I walked toward Mr. Basham. He was sitting on the bench and I said it's all over, it's finally all over and he thought it was all over, too. And Mr. Barkin just said you go out there and you get the ball and you throw it to Weaver and Weaver is going to try to throw it to Brown." Wohlfert continued, "If I'd have thought that we had a chance, I'd probably tanked up and blew the throw."

 

Barkin described Wohlfert's pass as "letter perfect."

 

"It's the greatest thing I've ever had in my whole life," Dave Kilgore said. "Seems like a dream to me. They (Neenah) had a real good team. They played a good game." When Dommer asked him what were his thoughts with two seconds left in the game, Kilgore replied, "I thought it was all over for us."

 

"My mind (during the final seconds of regulation time) was finishing second two years in a row. I just didn't really think that we could pull it out," Chuck Loft explained to Dommer. Loft gave credit to their opponent, "I thought that after a shot like that that we'd run 'em right off the court but they didn't give up. It took two overtimes to do it. They had a real good team."

 

"It was some shot," senior Dave Hanzlik said. Hanzlik, had a case of the flu during the championship game, explained to Dommer why he wasn't too surprised that if an improbable shot would fall in that it would be Weaver. "Weaver would be the one that would do it though. It's kind of an inside joke on the team that he is always the one to try just hard enough to get the ball in. It's always in the basket for him," Hanzlik said. (Note: Hanzlik's brother Bill was a talented player on Beloit Memorial's 1975-76 squad that lost in the state semifinals to Eau Claire Memorial coached by Dick Bennett. Bill Hanzlik is a 2005 WBCA Hall of Fame inductee.)

 

"I just didn't feel that we could lose," Bruce Brown said to Dommer. "It must be all the close games we had before." (Note: Beloit Memorial had survived an early season game versus Racine Horlick winning 64-61 and edged Racine Park in a late-season game, 57-56.)

 

Forty years after his conversation with Bill Dommer, Brown explained why he was so confident that the Purple Knights would find a way to win the 1969 state championship game. "We've been there before," Brown said, "We knew something would happen." 

 

Brown did acknowledge during the phone call that the odds were against them with two seconds left in regulation time and paraphrased a Vince Lombardi saying that if Beloit had lost, "We didn't lose the game but rather the clock ran out of time." Similar to the 1967 Green Bay Packers, the 1969 Beloit Memorial Purple Knights had just enough time to accomplish their goal of winning a championship. (Note: If the Green Bay Packers had lost the 1967 NFL Championship Game, which is commonly referred to as the Ice Bowl, Dick Schaap would have titled his book with Jerry Kramer, The Year the Clock Ran Out. Schaap's Instant Replay became a best-seller.)
 

The winning coach in the classic 1969 state championship game, Bernie Barkin, drew quick, respectful and warm memories from those who knew him.

 

Beloit Memorial's Bernie Barkin was not only a successful basketball coach, but he was every bit as well known and respected within the school and community as a science teacher. He was "really a great guy and a very good teacher," Moen said.

 

"We were very good friends," Dommer said in reference to Barkin.

 

He was a "very passionate person, and he was the same way in the classroom as well," Benton said in reference to his high school chemistry teacher Bernie Barkin.

 

"Bernie Barkin, in my opinion, was more than just a good coach, he was a great coach," Kelliher said. One reason for Barkin's excellence as a coach that Kelliher cited was, "He used consistency in his discipline and preparation. You knew where you stood with him and athletes love that environment." "He was very competitive, but (he was a) very fair-minded guy," Kelliher said.

 

"He always put a little fear in you," said Polglaze, who described Barkin as a "second father and a stoic figure."

 

Barkin was fond of telling his players that the "B" in the middle of the school gymnasium floor doesn't stand for Beloit, it stands for Barkin, West said.

 

"He demanded respect," Wohlfert said of Barkin.

 

"He was a strict teacher, he took no guff," Brown said of Barkin, "He was a second father." Brown said that he had spoken to Barkin many times through the years and that Brown said to his former coach, "Thank you for everything." It's something that I've tried to instill in my own kids for remembering and thanking the people that were important to you, Brown said. (Note: Brown's daughter, Kristy, the second all-time leading scorer and rebounder at Stetson University, is an assistant basketball coach at Shorter College. Bruce Brown's son Kerry earned three straight national championships while playing football at Appalachian State University.)

 

He was a "great coach" and a "great guy," Weaver said of Barkin. He was "like a dad to a lot of guys. Disciplined. Hard work. The cream comes to the top, that was his motto," Weaver explained. He was "in touch with the parents, curfew, grades."

 

He was "one of the greatest guys, a second father to me," Loft said. Barkin had a lot of sayings, such as, "I don't want excuses. Give me results," Loft said.

 

In late November 2002, Loft saw his former high school coach at a Beloit restaurant. Loft took that time to tell Barkin how much he meant to him. I told him everything that I wanted to say, Loft said. Coach Barkin confided to his former 1969 co-captain that the "late 1960s was the best time of his life."

 

I, too, had a chance to reminisce with Bernie Barkin. In one of the phone conversations we had in the spring of 2001, he mentioned that Weaver had a photograph of his famous shot and that he was trying to get a copy of the photo from LaMont for his collection. 

 

During the radio broadcast of the Wisconsin vs. UNLV basketball game on Saturday December 7, 2002, Mike Lucas, a 1968 Beloit Memorial High School graduate, broke the news that Bernie Barkin had died on Thursday evening. 

 

The following day I drove to Beloit to pay my respects to Barkin. An impressive gathering filled the Beloit Memorial High School gymnasium renamed the Barkin Arena. One could not help if his mind wandered a bit, thinking of all the great players and moments that took place in that gym. I sought out Jim Stevens and Roger Wiebe, both formerly of Madison West High School, who I had spotted during the funeral service. I hadn't seen or talked to them in years. Barkin always had a knack of bringing people together. He was often seen chatting up groups of people at WIAA Tournaments. Everyone wanted to be around him. On December 8, 2002, Bernie Barkin -- the coach, the teacher, the man -- had attracted a crowd once again.

 

Forty WIAA boys basketball tournaments have come and gone since the tournament's signature moment sneaked up and grabbed the attention of a state. It's difficult to believe that it really has been 40 years, but a glimpse in the mirror confirms the reality. On a Saturday evening in March 1969, a 16-year-old kid with a quick smile left an indelible mark on WIAA boys basketball.

 

Did You Know...
In 1999, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel voted Weaver's shot as the 19th greatest Wisconsin sporting event of the 20th century...LaMont Weaver's younger brother Wynn helped lead Beloit Memorial to the 1973 WIAA state basketball championship...Beloit Memorial leads all WIAA Division 1 schools with seven state boys basketball championships...The Bernie Barkin Science Scholarship is awarded to a senior at Beloit Memorial High School that has demonstrated good citizenship while at school and in the community. In addition, the recipient is a student who is prepared to enter an accredited college or university in the school term following graduation and a student with a strong interest in the field of science...The 2008 Bernard E. Barkin Science Scholarship recipient was Kelly Mitok.

 

The link below shows a posed photo of LaMont Weaver during his playing days at Beloit Memorial High School:

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/ABPub/2006/12/25/2003494562.jpg
...and Weaver holding a "The Shot" t-shirt:

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/ABPub/2006/12/25/2003494472.jpg
 

Beloit's Club Pop House by Joseph J. Accardi (see link):

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/mm5/merchant.mvc?Screen=PROD&Product_Code=0738552097
...and his blog:

http://pophouse.accardiweb.com/
 

Read more about the 1969 State Championship game and LaMont Weaver's shot in Todd Mishler's Great Moments in Wisconsin Sports (see link to author's website):

http://www.toddmishler.com/id11.html
 

Gary D'Amato's 2-28-09 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article: (includes links to a brief film clip of "the shot" and other great prep memories)

http://www.jsonline.com/sports/preps/40453927.html
 

1969 State Tournament Scores
Quarter-finals:

Neenah 72 Wausau 59

Nicolet 78 Milwaukee Lincoln 73

Kimberly 71 Durand 59

Beloit Memorial 73 Eau Claire Memorial 65

 

Semi-finals:

Milwaukee Lincoln 84 Wausau 77 (consolation bracket)

Neenah 81 Nicolet 78

Eau Claire Memorial 53 Durand 44 (consolation bracket)

Beloit Memorial 70 Kimberly 56

 

Consolation Championship: Milwaukee Lincoln 83 Eau Claire Memorial 70

Third Place Playoff: Kimberly 75 Nicolet 59

State Championship: Beloit Memorial 80 Neenah 79 (2 ot)

 

1969 State Tournament Records (final season record)

Beloit Memorial 3-0 (26-0)

Neenah 2-1 (21-5)

Kimberly 2-1 (25-1)

Nicolet 1-2 (19-7)

Milwaukee Lincoln 2-1 (22-4)

Eau Claire Memorial 1-2 (23-3)

Wausau 0-2 (17-8)

Durand 0-2 (23-3)

 

1969 All-Tournament Team (Wisconsin State Journal)

Steve Bazelon, Nicolet

Tom Kopitzke, Neenah

Bruce Brown, Beloit Memorial

Ellis Turrentine, Milwaukee Lincoln

LaMont Weaver, Beloit Memorial

 

1969 State Tournament Scoring & Rebounding Leaders
Bruce Brown, Beloit Memorial -- 82 points

Steve Bazelon, Nicolet -- 52 rebounds

 

1968-69 WIAA/Rural Insurance Sportsmanship Award Winner 

Boys Basketball -- Neenah

 

LaMont Weaver Personal: 

LaMont will celebrate his 57th birthday in April...He and wife Jean have three children, LaMont Jr., Kyle and daughter Shelsi...Kyle, who played basketball for Dick & Tony Bennett at Washington State University, plays in the NBA...LaMont coached at UW-River Falls from 1976 to 1980.
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Written in memory of:
Bernie Barkin, Jim Stevens and John Owen

 

The writer, who was a grade school student living on the west side of Madison only a few miles away from the UW Field House, watched "the shot heard round the state" on the family's black & white television set.
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